Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
November 8, 2020

My Dear Parishioners,
On November 11, 1918, an Armistice was finally signed ending the fighting of one of the bloodiest
wars in human history, the First World War. The following year, President Woodrow Wilson declared
November 11, 1919 the first “Armistice Day” with these words: "To us in America, the reflections of
Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service
and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of
the opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the
nations…" In 1954, President Dwight Eisenhower signed a bill changing the day from Armistice Day to
Veterans Day. The day is now intended as a day to honor all veterans, both living and dead, who have
served our country and have made sacrifices for us and our freedom.
Included in this week’s regular church bulletin are the names of all of those veterans now buried in
our cemetery. Of course, there are many other veterans living in our own homes, living in our own
community, working in our places of work, and worshiping in our own parish. As we observe Veteran’s
Day, Wednesday, November 11, 2020, may we take a moment to pray for all of our deceased veterans.
May we also make a special effort to thank a veteran we personally know for their service to us and our
country. May God richly reward them for all they have done.
As we remember those who have sacrificed much for our freedom. We remember that freedom is not
free. Which brings us to our civic responsibility as Catholic Christians. Our responsibility is to make the
Kingdom of God present here on earth. That is why we Catholics must be involved. That is also why we
Catholics must be focused on the issues, and most especially those issues that most directly deal with the
salvation of souls: religious liberty, the sanctity and preservation of human life, the sanctity and
preservation of the institution of marriage, and the promotion of purity and chastity. Let us continue to
work together to make America truly a place where God’s Kingdom reigns supreme.
Just a quick note about this weekend live stream of Holy Mass. Our faithful volunteers who usually
live stream the 4:00 PM Mass will instead be Live streaming the 9:30 AM Mass. This is just for this week,
and we always thank them and all of volunteers for their selfless service to our parish.
Included in this week’s newsletter is a prayer for veterans, an instruction from the late Fr John A.
Hardon, SJ, on Purgatory, and this coming week’s readings. Let us continue to pray our Rosaries and our
Chaplets for the sick, the dead, our first responders, and for an end of the pandemic.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us!
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us!
Fr. Michael J. Pawelko

Fr. John A. Hardon, SJ
(Whose cause for beatification and sainthood is on-going)
Today is the feast of All Souls. It comes on the day after All Saints. Between these two feast
days, we remember all the members of the Mystical Body of Christ: the Church Triumphant in
heaven, the Church Militant on earth, and the Church Suffering in purgatory.
Over the centuries the month of November has been dedicated to the Poor Souls. No doubt the
reason is because November is the last month of the liturgical year, even as purgatory is the last
stage of human existence before a soul reaches heaven.
During this homily, I would like to ask three questions and share with you a short answer on what
our Catholic faith teaches about devotion to the Poor Souls in purgatory.
1. Who are the Poor Souls?
2. Why are the Poor Souls in purgatory?
3. How are we to practice our devotion to the souls in purgatory?

Who Are the Poor Souls?
The Poor Souls are the souls of those people who died in the friendship of God. But they still
have some suffering to undergo for the sins they had committed during their lives on earth. It is
the infallible teaching of the Catholic Church that there is a purgatory. As the word itself indicates,
purgatory is the state of those who still have to be cleansed of the penalty which they owe for their
past offenses against God.
The Poor Souls are poor because they are in suffering and need our help. We know from Sacred
Scripture that there is a purgatory, as described in the second book of Maccabees, which
unfortunately has been removed from the Protestant Old Testament. As described in Sacred
Scripture, Judas Maccabeus, the leader of a Jewish army, decided to offer a sacrifice for the Jews
who had died in battle. The Bible then tells us,” If he had not expected the fallen to rise again, it
would have been superstitious and foolish to pray for the dead.” However, since he believed in the
resurrection of the dead, “he had this atonement sacrifice offered for the dead, so that they might
be released from their sins” (II Maccabees 12:41-45).
The existence of purgatory is a defined truth of the Catholic faith. Those who die without the
guilt of mortal sin, but with temporal punishment still due for their past offenses “are cleansed
after death in purgatorial or cleansing punishments.”
It is commonly believed that the principal suffering in purgatory is the pain of loss. The souls are
temporarily deprived of the Beatific Vision.

Why are the Poor Souls in Purgatory?
In order to understand why the Poor Souls are in purgatory, as Catholics we should know what we believe
about the double effect of every sin. Every time we sin we lose more or less of God’s grace. This we call “guilt.”
Every time we sin we also incur a debt of pain. This we call “penalty.”
Mortal sins are called mortal because they deprive the sinner of sanctifying grace and the right to heaven.
Mortal sins also incur the debt of eternal punishment.
When mortal sins are forgiven in the sacrament of penance, sanctifying grace is restored and the debt of eternal
punishment is removed. But normally there is still temporal punishment to be expiated. Moreover, venial sins
always carry with them a debt of temporal punishment, which is more or less remitted, depending on a person’s
spiritual dispositions.
This immediately tells us that because we are sinners we must expect to suffer in expiation for our sins. The
choice we have is between patiently suffering here on earth or suffering in purgatory after our bodily death.

Devotion to the Poor Souls
It must seem strange to speak of devotion to the Poor Souls. But it is not really strange. Devotion to the Poor
Souls has two sides: our side and the side of the souls in purgatory.
On their side, the Poor Souls are united with us in the one Kingdom of Christ. They can pray and obtain
blessings for us here on earth. They are united, as the Second Vatican Council teaches, with the pilgrim Church
in the Communion of Saints. We are therefore encouraged to invoke their aid, with a confidence of being heard
by those who understand our needs. They know from their own experience what it means to carry the cross here
on earth.
On our side we are to do everything we can to help the Poor Souls in the Church Suffering. The sufferings in
purgatory are not the same for all. They depend on each person’s degree of sinfulness. St. Thomas Aquinas held
that the least pain in purgatory is greater than the worst pain in this life. St. Bonaventure held that the worst
suffering after death was greater than the worst suffering on earth, but the same could not be said regarding the
least pain in purgatory. In general, however, we should say that the pains of purgatory are greater than those on
earth.
What does it mean to pray for the Poor Souls? It means everything that we can offer for the faithful departed.
We can offer our bodily pains in expiation for their sins.
We can offer our spiritual sufferings, our disappointments and fears, our discouragement and estrangement from
those we love.
We can offer our vocal prayers, like the Rosary, the Memorare, the Angelus, the recitation of the Divine Office.
We can offer our mental prayers, like the Way of the Cross, our daily meditation and examination of conscience.
We can offer our mortifications, like giving up some delicacy at table, or performance of some unpleasant work.
The Most Holy Sacrifice
But the most effective offering we can make for the Poor Souls is the Holy Eucharist at the Sacrifice of the
Mass, Holy Communion and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Over the centuries, the Catholic faithful have
by now offered countless Masses for the Poor Souls.

Proud of our nation,
they answered her call
Defending the freedom
and safety of all,
On land or on sea,
or in jets high above,
They went out of duty
and honor and love.
But however they served, Lord,
wherever they went,
Please bless them
and help them
to know what it meant!
And help us to thank them
on Veterans Day
For we owe them far more
than we ever could say

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1: Wisdom 6:12-16
Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, and she is readily
perceived by those who love her, and found by those who
seek her. She hastens to make herself known in
anticipation of their desire; Whoever watches for her at
dawn shall not be disappointed, for he shall find her sitting
by his gate. For taking thought of wisdom is the perfection
of prudence, and whoever for her sake keeps vigil shall
quickly be free from care; because she makes her own
rounds, seeking those worthy of her, and graciously
appears to them in the ways, and meets them with all
solicitude.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 63
R. (2b) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my
God.
► O God, you are my God whom I seek; for you my
flesh pines and my soul thirsts like the earth, parched,
lifeless and without water. R.
► Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary to see
your power and your glory, For your kindness is a
greater good than life; my lips shall glorify you. R.
► Thus will I bless you while I live; lifting up my hands,
I will call upon your name. As with the riches of a
banquet shall my soul be satisfied, and with exultant lips
my mouth shall praise you. R.
► I will remember you upon my couch, and through the
night-watches I will meditate on you: You are my help,
and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. R.

Reading 2: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-183
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,
about those who have fallen asleep, so that you may not
grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus,
bring with him those who have fallen asleep. Indeed, we

tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely
not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord
himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an
archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come down
from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Thus
we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, console one
another with these words.

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
► Stay awake and be ready! For you do not know
on what day your Lord will come.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of
heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were
foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones, when taking
their lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought
flasks of oil with their lamps. Since the bridegroom was
long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At
midnight, there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come
out to meet him!’ Then all those virgins got up and
trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise,
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
But the wise ones replied, 'No, for there may not be
enough for us and you. Go instead to the merchants and
buy some for yourselves.’ While they went off to buy it,
the bridegroom came and those who were ready went into
the wedding feast with him. Then the door was locked.
Afterwards the other virgins came and said, ‘Lord, Lord,
open the door for us!’ But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say
to you, I do not know you.’ Therefore, stay awake, for
you know neither the day nor the hour."

COVID-19 will not stop us from giving our families in need a
wonderful Christmas. We are just going to do it a little differently.

no Angels
no Wrapped Gifts
can be accepted

Donations will be accepted until:
Collection Box:
Gift Cards and
Monetary Donations
can be deposited in the
Collection Box at the back
of church. Please mark:
“Advent Giving Tree”

This year has been a year like no other! Though the challenges we have been facing have been many, woven within
these challenges have also been many extraordinary works of selfless love. Our Lord lets us know that He is here with
us when we witness such acts; we have certainly seen His presence within our Parish Pantry! Despite all of our current
sacrifices, the outpouring of support for our Pantry has been absolutely amazing! Your incredible donations, along with
the seemingly tireless efforts of our incredible volunteers, have enabled us to help many families in need throughout
this pandemic. This year we are still hoping to provide all of our Parish Pantry families with food for a special
Thanksgiving dinner.









Frozen turkey
Boxed stuffing
Canned sweet potatoes
Canned green beans
French’s fried onions
Canned fruit
Bottles of sparkling juice

 Turkey gravy
 Boxed mashed potatoes
 Brown sugar
 Canned of cream of mushroom soup
 Canned corn or carrots
 Frozen apple or pumpkin pie
 Canned coffee or boxed tea

We have already been receiving many of our typical donations for Thanksgiving; however, we are now also in
need of turkeys! If you feel you are able to contribute any of the menu items listed above, we would be deeply
grateful! Turkeys and frozen pies can be placed in the freezer in the Usher’s closet just off the Church Narthex;
non-perishable foods can be placed in the Parish Pantry bins in the Church Narthex. Donations of gift cards for
local grocery stores are also most welcome and extremely helpful; these can be purchased and easily donated via
the Parish Scrip Program - 1) Lorri Resuta at (215) 534-3092 or Email olshscrip@gmail.com or 2) through
Electronic Parish Giving: “SCRIP-Parish Pantry.”

Please see note below regarding CYO Sports for the Winter Season from the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia.
CYO SPORTS WILL REMAIN SUSPENDED INTO THE WINTER SEASON
"The CYO Office is working diligently with the Office of Catholic Education and the leaders
of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia to provide a safe and effective avenue for youth sports to
return. At this time, our Catholic School students and their safety remain a top priority. With
many gymnasiums being used for classrooms, Mass overflow, and various other COVID-19
procedures, CYO would disrupt these procedures as well as our Catholic student cohorts inside
our school buildings. The CYO activities will remain suspended through the November 1 start
date for Winter Sports, and the current proposed return date is January 4, 2021. This date, as
with all decisions regarding this pandemic, remains fluid. We encourage our Athletic Directors
and Volunteer Boards to facilitate their registrations and formulate a plan for return with their
Principal/Pastor. If there is an opportunity to return prior to 1/4/21, the CYO Office and
Regional Commissioners will provide any assistance necessary to aid the local levels in a safe
and swift return to play for our kids."

SASH CYO Update
Thanks to the support from Father Pawelko the OLSH GYM will be available for Open Gyms
for athletes, who are registered. The sign-up fee will be at $0. SASH CYO will follow all CDC
requirements to provide a safe environment. In addition, waivers and symptom forms will need
to be completed before entering the OLSH facility, more information to follow.

Please click the link below and sign up:
http://sashcrusaders.website.siplay.com/

Basketball for Boys & Girls in Grades 4 - 12
You would need to create an Account, if you don’t have one.
Please read the Instructions which can be downloaded from:
https://www.olsh-hilltown.com/youth-ministries/sash-cyo/
SASH CYO is a strong and proud program, so please say a few prayers and hope we can
make this happen. Any questions please contact johnmgallagher@verizon.net
Stay safe and healthy!

