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My Dear Parishioners,
This weekend we celebrate the last Sunday in Ordinary Time, which is also
known as the Feast of Christ the King. On this Feast Day, we are called to
contemplate our King, and most specially to remember that our King chose a Cross
for His throne and still bears the marks of His “Crowing:” the nail marks in His Hands and
Feet and the mark of the spear in His Side. These marks remind us that our King
came to establish a Kingdom of Love, not of force, but of Love. This Feast also reminds us that
true love and peace can only be found in the one true King. Through the Sacred Wounds of Our
King and Savior, may Christ always be our King, and may we always be instruments of His Love
and builders of the Kingdom of Love.
This coming Thursday is of course Thanksgiving Day. I hope that this year Thanksgiving will
be a little more normal for everyone and that we can be with family and friends again.
For us in the Pawelko household, this will be the first Thanksgiving without our father. The first
holidays after the passing of a loved one can be a little sad. Of course, there will be a lot of
reminiscing about dad, and him sitting in his favorite spot, holding court, drinking his beer, while
waiting for dinner to be ready. While, reminiscing, this will also be an opportunity to do something
for dad and for my many family, friends, benefactors, and acquaintances who have gone on before
me, and that is to pray for them and to continue to commend them to God’s Mercy. Eternal
rest grant onto them Our Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls, and
the souls of all the faithfully departed, rest in peace. Amen.
On Thanksgiving Day we will have one Mass at 9:30 AM.
Including in this newsletter is an excerpt from “On the Peace of Christ in His
Kingdom” by Pope Pius XI as well as a Thanksgiving Day Poem and Blessing.
On behalf of our deacons and staff, I wish all of you and your families a very Happy
Thanksgiving.
.

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us!
St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church, pray for us!
Fr. Michael J Pawelko, Pastor

Encyclical on the Peace of Christ in His Kingdom
His Holiness Pope Pius XI
December 23, 1922

This peace of Christ, however, surpasses all human understanding--"the peace of God
which surpasses all understanding" (Philippians iv, 7), and for this very reason dominates
our sinful passions and renders such evils as division, strife, and discord, which result
solely from the unrestrained desire for earthly possessions, impossible. If the desire for
worldly possessions were kept within bounds and the place of honor in our affections given
to the things of the spirit, which place undoubtedly, they deserve, the peace of Christ would
follow immediately, to which would be joined in a natural and happy union, as it were, a
higher regard for the value and dignity of human life. Human personality, too, would be
raised to a higher level, for man has been ennobled by the Blood of Christ and made kin to
God Himself by means of holiness and the bond of brotherly love which unites us closely
with Christ, by prayer and by the reception of the Sacraments, means infallibly certain to
produce this elevation to and participation in the life of God, by the desire to attain
everlasting possession of the glory and happiness of heaven which is held out to all by God
as our goal and final reward.
We have already seen and come to the conclusion that the principal cause of the
confusion, restlessness, and dangers which are so prominent a characteristic of false peace
is the weakening of the binding force of law and lack of respect for authority, effects which
logically follow upon denial of the truth that authority comes from God, the Creator and
Universal Lawgiver.

The only remedy for such state of affairs is the peace of Christ since the peace of Christ is
the peace of God, which could not exist if it did not enjoin respect for law, order, and the rights
of authority. In the Holy Scriptures We read: "My children, keep discipline in peace."
(Ecclesiasticus xli, 17) "Much peace have they that love the law, O Lord." (Psalms cxviii, 165)
"He that feareth the commandment, shall dwell in peace." (Proverbs xiii, 13) Jesus Christ very
expressly states: "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's." (Matt. xxii, 21) He even
recognized that Pilate possessed authority from on High (John xiv, 11) as he acknowledged
that the scribes and Pharisees who though unworthy sat in the chair of Moses (Matt. xxiii, 2)
were not without a like authority. In Joseph and Mary, Jesus respected the natural authority of
parents and was subject to them for the greater part of His life. (Luke ii, 51) He also taught, by
the voice of His Apostle, the same important doctrine: "Let every soul be subject to higher
powers: for there is no power but from God." (Romans xiii, 1; cf. also 1 Peter ii, 13, 18)
If we stop to reflect for a moment that these ideals and doctrines of Jesus Christ, for
example, his teachings on the necessity and value of the spiritual life, on the dignity and
sanctity of human life, on the duty of obedience, on the divine basis of human government, on
the sacramental character of matrimony and by consequence the sanctity of family life--if we
stop to reflect, let Us repeat, that these ideals and doctrines of Christ (which are in fact but a
portion of the treasury of truth which He left to mankind) were confided by Him to His Church
and to her alone for safekeeping, and that He has promised that His aid will never fail her at
any time for she is the infallible teacher of His doctrines in every century and before all nations,
there is no one who cannot clearly see what a singularly important role the Catholic Church is
able to play, and is even called upon to assume, in providing a remedy for the ills which afflict
the world today and in leading mankind toward a universal peace.
Because the Church is by divine institution the sole depository and interpreter of the ideals
and teachings of Christ, she alone possesses in any complete and true sense the power
effectively to combat that materialistic philosophy which has already done and, still threatens,
such tremendous harm to the home and to the state. The Church alone can introduce into
society and maintain therein the prestige of a true, sound spiritualism, the spiritualism of
Christianity which both from the point of view of truth and of its practical value is quite
superior to any exclusively philosophical theory. The Church is the teacher and an example of
world good-will, for she is able to inculcate and develop in mankind the "true spirit of brotherly
love" (St. Augustine, De Moribus Ecclesiae Catholicae, i, 30) and by raising the public
estimation of the value and dignity of the individual's soul help thereby to lift us even unto
God.
Finally, the Church is able to set both public and private life on the road to righteousness
by demanding that everything and all men become obedient to God "Who beholdeth the heart,"
to His commands, to His laws, to His sanctions. If the teachings of the Church could only
penetrate in some such manner as We have described the inner recesses of the consciences of
mankind, be they rulers or be they subjects, all eventually would be so apprised of their
personal and civic duties and their mutual responsibilities that in a short time "Christ would
be all, and in all." (Colossians iii, 11)

by Jamie Harris Coleman
Thanksgiving should be every day
Instead of once a year.
Give thanks each day,
give thanks each night,
To Christ who is so dear.
Give thanks each day,
give thanks each night,
For all the Lord has done.
He’ll help us fight our battles
Until the victory’s won.
Give thanks unto the Savior,
His joyous praises sing;
In the ears of every Christian
Let the name of Jesus ring.
Give thanks to Him each morning,
Give thanks at noon and night.
Ask Him for daily blessings,
And stand up for the right.
Let each day be Thanksgiving,
For the blessings from above,
For guidance and protection
And His eternal love.

Loving Father,
on this day we give thanks for our
many gifts as we pray for those in need.
We give thanks for our family and
friends as we pray for those who are
lonely.
Lord, we give thanks for our freedom
as we pray for those who are
oppressed.
We give thanks for our good health as
we pray for those who are not well.
Lord, we give thanks for our loved ones
you have called home, and we entrust
them to your care.
Father, we give You praise for our
comfort and prosperity as we share our
blessings with others.
On this day of Thanksgiving, May the
love of God cover us, the peace of God
dwell within us and the joy of God
uplift us.
Amen.

Our Lady of Sacred Heart Cemetery to Host Ceremony
on National Wreaths across America TM Day

Our Lady of Sacred Heart Cemetery, an official Wreaths across America (WAA) location, will host
a wreath-laying ceremony, joining more than 2,100 other locations across the country for National
Wreaths across America Day. Coordinated and led by Comcast VETNET have raised enough funds
to place 167 wreaths on the headstones of our fallen service members at Our Lady of Sacred Heart
cemetery. This annual event seeks to further the WAA mission of Remember, Honor, Teach,
ensuring that the memory of those who served our country endures.

Prayer Service led by Rev. Michael J. Pawelko
Wreath Laying Ceremony from Comcast Volunteers, friends, families and Veterans

About Wreaths across America
Wreaths Across America is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded to continue and expand the annual wreath-laying
ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery begun by Maine businessman Morrill Worcester in 1992. The organization’s
mission – Remember, Honor, Teach – is carried out in part each year by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in
December at Arlington, as well as at more than 2,100 veterans’ cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and overseas.

