Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
November 15, 2020
My Dear Parishioners,
On behalf of our staff and the coordinators of our food pantry and advent giving tree, I would like
to begin this week’s newsletter by thanking all of you for your incredible generosity toward the block
collection, the pantry, and the advent giving tree. We really do appreciate all you do for the parish
and for the community at large. Because of you, many lives are made better.
We also thank you for your feedback concerning the two proposals presently being discussed in
Pastoral Council.
Proposal #1 involves naming the gymnasium for our beloved late pastor, Fr. John McBride. Fr.
McBride was the one who spear-headed the building of the gymnasium, the building of the addition
to the school, and the renovation and re-dedication of the church.
Of the feedback we received, well over half of respondents expressed support for naming the
gymnasium “Fr. John McBride Hall.” Since this proposal seems popular with most parishioners, I am
recommending that we move forward with officially naming the gymnasium “Fr. John McBride Hall.”
May Fr. McBride, and all of those who have faithfully served our parish in the past, rest in in peace.
Proposal #2 involves creating a new parish center in the newer section of the school. This would
involve renovating 4 classrooms and the cafeteria into the parish offices and 3 meeting rooms.
Seven classrooms, the old school offices, old CCD office, and the old teacher’s lounge would be
reserved for a religious education center. Our religious education program currently has just under
300 students from grades 1-7. Because of the pandemic, the program is presently virtual but normally
there are three different sessions with 2 sessions on Tuesdays and 1 session on Wednesdays.
The purpose of creating a new parish center is to allow our entire parish family to fully utilize and
enjoy our beautiful school building while at the same time creating badly needed meeting space that
is fully handicapped accessible.
So far, 100% of respondents have express support for creating the new parish center. We will
continue to discuss this at the Pastoral Council and will continue to keep the parish community up to
date as plans develop.
Again, thank you for the feedback and as always thank you for your kindness and support.

Now if I may, here are a few additional updates.
Because of the recent rain and muddy conditions, the tree cutting that we hoped would be done by
now will not be done until the ground hardens. Also, some additional trees were deemed unsafe and
removed. So the total project will now be around $15,500. Of course, this is money well spent to
keep our campus safe and beautiful.
We are still looking into security cameras. We think that we can do this on our own at a much
cheaper cost than hiring an outside firm. We will continue to keep you up to date.
One last update: Christmas is fast approaching. In order to help accommodate as many parishioners
as possible during this time of the pandemic, we are adding two Masses for this year’s Christmas
celebration. We are adding a 2:00 PM Mass Christmas Eve afternoon and 9:30 AM Mass Christmas
Day morning. The complete Christmas schedule is below and we hope this helps everyone who
wishes to celebrate Christmas in church to have an opportunity to do so.
Now, on to something different. One of those things us priests are asked to do is to take an annual
retreat. This coming week I will be on retreat with a few of my priest friends. The retreat master will
be a retired Jesuit priest. Like many things this year, the retreat will be unique because our retreat
master is restricted to a Jesuit retirement community and so will be conducting the retreat virtually.
I will have to say that I am really looking forward to it, because, in general, retreats are a special
time to refresh and revitalize. Retreats are then an extraordinary opportunity to renew and strengthen
a relationship with God. They are meant to unlock the secrets of the heart and unlock the soul’s
deepest yearnings. With a Jesuit retreat master, furthermore, this means a lot of time in discernment
of spirits and Lectio Divina.
If you have never been on a retreat, I do encourage you to consider one, and if you need help
finding a retreat house, I will be happy to help.
Along with the readings for this coming Sunday, I have included a powerful instruction from St.
Albert the Great on the Holy Eucharist.
Please be assured of my prayers for you during my retreat, and if you have a moment, please say a
Hail Mary for myself and those priests who will be on retreat with me. Plus let us continue to pray
our Rosaries and our Chaplets for the deceased, for the sick, for first responders, and for an end of the
pandemic.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us!
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us!
Fr. Michael J Pawelko

This year, we will not be giving out bread. We will however be blessing whatever foods or
beverages that you bring from your own home for Thanksgiving. The blessing of foods and
beverages will be at the end of Mass.
In advance, our entire parish staff wishes you and yours a very Happy Thanksgiving!

CHRISTMAS EVE - Thursday, December 24
2:00 PM in the Church
4:00 PM in the Church
4:15 P.M. in the Gym
6:00 and 8:30 P.M. in the Church
8:00 P.M. – Carols
LIVE Streaming ~ 8:00 PM Carols & 8:30 PM Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY - Friday, December 25
8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 A.M. in the Church

From A Commentary of the Gospel of Luke

by
St. Albert the Great, Bishop

Do this in remembrance of me. Two things should be noted here. The first is the command
that we should use this sacrament, which is indicated when he says: Do this. The second is that this
sacrament commemorates the Lord's going to death for our sake.

Do this. Certainly he would demand nothing more profitable, nothing more pleasant, nothing more
beneficial, nothing more desirable, nothing more similar to eternal life. We will look at each of these
qualities separately.
This sacrament is profitable because it grants remission of sins; it is most useful because it bestows
the fullness of grace on us in this life. The Father of spirits instructs us in what is useful for our
sanctification. And his sanctification is in Christ's sacrifice, that is, when he offers himself in this
sacrament to the Father for our redemption, to us for our use. I consecrate myself for their sakes.
Christ, who through the Holy Spirit offered himself up without blemish to God, will cleanse our
consciences from dead works to worship the living God.
Nor can we do anything more pleasant. For what is better than God manifesting his whole sweetness
to us. You gave them bread from heaven, not the fruit of human labor, but a bread endowed with all
delight and pleasant to every sense of taste. For this substance of yours revealed your kindness toward
your children, and serving the desire of each recipient, it changed to suit each one's taste.
He could not have commanded anything more beneficial, for this sacrament is the fruit of the tree of
life. Anyone who receives this sacrament with the devotion of sincere faith will never taste death. It
is a tree of life for those who grasp it, and blessed is he who holds it fast. The man who feeds on me
shall live on account of me.
Nor could he have commanded anything more lovable, for this sacrament produces love and union. It
is characteristic of the greatest love to give itself as food. Had not the men of my tent exclaimed: Who
will feed us with his flesh to satisfy our hunger? as if to say: I have loved them and they have loved
me so much that I desire to be within them, and they wish to receive me so that they may become my
members. There is no more intimate or more natural means for them to be united to me, and I to them.
Nor could he have commanded anything which is more like eternal life. Eternal life flows from this
sacrament because God with all sweetness pours himself out upon the blessed.

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
When one finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond
pearls. Her husband, entrusting his heart to her, has an
unfailing prize. She brings him good, and not evil, all the
days of her life. She obtains wool and flax and works with
loving hands. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her
fingers ply the spindle. She reaches out her hands to the
poor, and extends her arms to the needy. Charm is
deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who fears the
LORD is to be praised. Give her a reward for her labors,
and let her works praise her at the city gates.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
► Blessed are you who fear the LORD, who walk in his
ways! For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
blessed shall you be, and favored. R.
► Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of
your home; Your children like olive plants around your
table. R.
► Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD.
The LORD bless you from Zion: may you see the
prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. R.

Reading 2: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-16
Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you
have no need for anything to be written to you. For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief at night. When people are saying, "Peace
and security," then sudden disaster comes upon them, like
labor pains upon a pregnant woman, and they will not
escape. But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness,
for that day to overtake you like a thief. For all of you are
children of the light and children of the day. We are not of
the night or of darkness. Therefore, let us not sleep as the
rest do, but let us stay alert and sober.

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
► Remain in me as I remain in you, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me bears much fruit.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus told his disciples this parable: "A man going on a
journey called in his servants and entrusted his
possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to
another, two; to a third, one--to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. Immediately the one who
received five talents went and traded with them, and made
another five. Likewise, the one who received two made
another two. But the man who received one went off and
dug a hole in the ground and buried his master's money.
"After a long time the master of those servants came back
and settled accounts with them. The one who had received
five talents came forward bringing the additional five. He
said, 'Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made
five more.’ His master said to him, 'Well done, my good
and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small
matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share
your master's joy.’ Then the one who had received two
talents also came forward and said, 'Master, you gave me
two talents. See, I have made two more.' His master said
to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since
you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great
responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.’ Then the
one who had received the one talent came forward and
said, 'Master, I knew you were a demanding person,
harvesting where you did not plant and gathering where
you did not scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried
your talent in the ground. Here it is back.' His master said
to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew
that I harvest where I did not plant and gather where I did
not scatter? Should you not then have put my money in
the bank so that I could have got it back with interest on
my return? Now then! Take the talent from him and give
it to the one with ten. For to everyone who has, more will
be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has
not, even what he has will be taken away. And throw this
useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will
be wailing and grinding of teeth.'"

COVID-19 will not stop us from giving our families in need a
wonderful Christmas. We are just going to do it a little differently.

no Angels
no Wrapped Gifts
can be accepted

Donations will be accepted until:
Collection Box:
Gift Cards and
Monetary Donations
can be deposited in the
Collection Box at the back
of church. Please mark:
“Advent Giving Tree”

