Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
November 1, 2020
My Dear Parishioners,
As we are ending the month dedicated to the Holy Rosary and beginning the month dedicated to the Faithfully
Departed, I wanted to take the time to update you on two proposals being discussed in the Pastoral Council and
solicit feedback on the proposals.
Proposal #1: McBride Hall. Proposal #1 is a proposal to rename the Gymnasium after our late pastor, Fr. John
McBride. Fr. McBride was the pastor who built the gymnasium along with the newer part of the school. Fr.
McBride also led the expansion and renovation of our church, which was rededicated in 2000 under his direction.
The proposal is to name the gymnasium “McBride Hall” in his memory. If you have thoughts about this, please let
us know.
Proposal #2: OLSH Parish Life Center. Proposal #2 is to create a new parish center using the newer section
of the school. The newer section is the section that was built by Fr. McBride and includes 4 classrooms and the
cafeteria.
The rest of the school building, with 7 classrooms, the old school offices, the old CCD office, and the old
teacher’s lounge, would be reserved for our religious education program.
The parish center would be called the “Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish Life Center.” The education center
would be called the “Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Religious Education Center.”
The OLSH Parish Life Center would contain the parish offices and 3 meeting rooms. The cafeteria would be
counted as a large meeting room. The Parish Life Center will be accessed from the entrance next to the cafeteria.
All offices and meeting rooms would be fully handicapped accessible and eventually all meeting rooms will be airconditioned.
The Purpose of the Parish Life Center: we do need more meeting space and also easily accessible meeting space
for our many organizations. Also, this proposal will allow us to fully utilize our beautiful school building for the
good of the entire parish community. This proposal is still in its early stages, so your feedback is very important to
us.
We start this weekend by celebrating with one of our most active and most important parish organizations, and
that is our Knights Council, as we together celebrate the Beatification of Fr. Michael J McGivney, the founder of
the Knights of Columbus. The Beatification Mass can be watched live, today, October 31, starting at 11:00 AM,
through the Knights of Columbus website at kofc.org. Let us join with them in praying for the Canonization of
this great American priest!
His Beatification is a fitting way to start the month of November, the month that we remember in a special way
the faithfully departed. Included in today’s newsletter is a teaching by St. Bernard encouraging us to increase our
devotion to the Saints.
Just a reminder that Monday, November 2, is All Souls Day, and we will have Masses for the Dead at 7:30 AM
and 6:30 PM.
Let us continue to pray our Rosaries and our Chaplets for our nation, for our first responders, for the sick, for
the Poor Souls, and for the end of the pandemic.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us!
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us!
Fr. Michael J Pawelko

Prayer for the Canonization
Of Blessed

Fr. Michael J. McGivney

St. Bernard:
Let us make haste to our brethren
who are awaiting us

Why should our praise and glorification, or even the celebration of this feast day mean anything to the
saints? What do they care about earthly honors when their heavenly Father honors them by fulfilling the
faithful promise of the Son? What does our commendation mean to them? The saints have no need of honor
from us; neither does our devotion add the slightest thing to what is theirs. Clearly, if we venerate their
memory, it serves us, not them. But I tell you, when I think of them, I feel myself inflamed by a tremendous
yearning.
Calling the saints to mind inspires, or rather arouses in us, above all else, a longing to enjoy their company,
so desirable in itself. We long to share in the citizenship of heaven, to dwell with the spirits of the blessed,
to join the assembly of patriarchs, the ranks of the prophets, the council of apostles, the great host of martyrs,
the noble company of confessors and the choir of virgins. In short, we long to be united in happiness with all
the saints. But our dispositions change. The Church of all the first followers of Christ awaits us, but we do
nothing about it. The saints want us to be with them, and we are indifferent. The souls of the just await us,
and we ignore them.
Come, brothers, let us at length spur ourselves on. We must rise again with Christ, we must seek the world
which is above and set our mind on the things of heaven. Let us long for those who are longing for us, hasten
to those who are waiting for us, and ask those who look for our coming to intercede for us. We should not
only want to be with the saints, we should also hope to possess their happiness. While we desire to be in their
company, we must also earnestly seek to share in their glory. Do not imagine that there is anything harmful
in such an ambition as this; there is no danger in setting our hearts on such glory.
When we commemorate the saints we are inflamed with another yearning: that Christ our life may also
appear to us as he appeared to them and that we may one day share in his glory. Until then we see him, not
as he is, but as he became for our sake. He is our head, crowned, not with glory, but with the thorns of our
sins. As members of that head, crowned with thorns, we should be ashamed to live in luxury; his purple robes
are a mockery rather than an honor. When Christ comes again, his death shall no longer be proclaimed, and
we shall know that we also have died, and that our life is hidden with him. The glorious head of the Church
will appear and his glorified members will shine in splendor with him, when he forms this lowly body anew
into such glory as belongs to himself, its head.
Therefore, we should aim at attaining this glory with a wholehearted and prudent desire. That we may
rightly hope and strive for such blessedness, we must above all seek the prayers of the saints. Thus, what is
beyond our own powers to obtain will be granted through their intercession.

Solemnity of All Saints
Reading 1: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 (667)

Reading 2: 1 John 3:1-3

I, John, saw another angel come up from the East, holding
the seal of the living God. He cried out in a loud voice to
the four angels who were given power to damage the land
and the sea, “Do not damage the land or the sea or the trees
until we put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of
our God.” I heard the number of those who had been
marked with the seal, one hundred and forty-four thousand
marked from every tribe of the children of Israel. After
this I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could
count, from every nation, race, people, and tongue. They
stood before the throne and before the Lamb, wearing
white robes and holding palm branches in their hands.
They cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation comes from our
God, who is seated on the throne, and from the Lamb.”
All the angels stood around the throne and around the
elders and the four living creatures. They prostrated
themselves before the throne, worshiped God, and
exclaimed: “Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and
thanksgiving, honor, power, and might be to our God
forever and ever. Amen." Then one of the elders spoke
up and said to me, “Who are these wearing white robes,
and where did they come from?” I said to him, “My lord,
you are the one who knows.” He said to me, “These are
the ones who have survived the time of great distress; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the Blood
of the Lamb.”

Beloved: See what love the Father has bestowed on us that
we may be called the children of God. Yet so we are. The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we shall
be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is
revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he
is. Everyone who has this hope based on him makes
himself pure, as he is pure.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your
face.
► The LORD’s are the earth and its fullness; the world
and those who dwell in it. For he founded it upon the
seas and established it upon the rivers. R.
► Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD? or who
may stand in his holy place? One whose hands are sinless,
whose heart is clean, who desires not what is vain. R.
► He shall receive a blessing from the LORD, a reward
from God his savior. Such is the race that seeks him, that
seeks the face of the God of Jacob. R.

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
► Come to me, all you who labor and are
burdened, and I will give you rest, says the Lord.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain,
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. He
began to teach them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom
of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you
and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because
of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great
in heaven.”

2020
Please support the Christmas Bazaar Parish Raffle. Tickets have
been mailed home. Return only the top portion of the ticket that
includes your contact information. Cash or check will be
accepted. Raffle tickets may be returned by putting them in the
collection box at the back of Church and marked “Parish Raffle,”
dropped off at the Rectory Office, or mailed to the Rectory.
For additional tickets:
Sandy Lyle (215) 370-9260 or slyle@comcast.net
Raffles must be received by:

Sunday, November 29th
Winners will be drawn:

Sunday, December 6th

All Souls’ Day
Monday, November 2nd
Holy Mass:
7:30 AM & 6:30 PM
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church
Hilltown, Pennsylvania

As we enter Heaven, we will see them, so
many of them, coming toward us and
thanking us. We will ask who they are and
they will say: ‘A poor soul you prayed for in
purgatory.'”
~ Servant of God,
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

FOR
OUR
Praying the 9 Days Rosary Novena
for our Election

October 25th through November 2nd

7:30 – 8:30 PM
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church
Hilltown, Pennsylvania

We Catholics are not only supposed to be involved in civic affairs, but we are supposed to be guiding civic
affairs. We are called to do so, moreover, with properly-formed and well-informed consciences. A properlyformed conscience is a conscience that is conformed to Jesus Christ and His Holy Church. A well-informed
conscience is a conscience that is aware of what is going on around it, and knows what is good and evil
according to Jesus Christ and His Holy Church, and knows then what to do next.
To help form and inform our consciences, I am again sending links from the Archdiocese and from the USSCB
which can be of great help:
https://catholicphilly.com/2020/09/news/local-news/faithful-citizenship-2020-voter-information/
https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship
Let us continue to pray for our nation and for our leaders!

God our Father, giver of life, we entrust the United States of America to your
loving care. You are the rock on which this nation was founded. You alone are
the true source of our cherished rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. Reclaim this land for your glory and dwell among your people.
Send your Spirit to touch the hearts of our nation’s leaders. Open their minds
to the great worth of human life and the responsibilities that accompany
human freedom. Remind your people that true happiness is rooted in seeking
and doing your will.
Through the intercession of Mary Immaculate, patroness of our land, grant us
the courage to reject the “culture of death.” Lead us into a new millennium of
life. We ask this through Christ Our Lord.
Amen.

This year has been a year like no other! Though the challenges we have been facing have been many, woven within
these challenges have also been many extraordinary works of selfless love. Our Lord lets us know that He is here with
us when we witness such acts; we have certainly seen His presence within our Parish Pantry! Despite all of our current
sacrifices, the outpouring of support for our Pantry has been absolutely amazing! Your incredible donations, along with
the seemingly tireless efforts of our incredible volunteers, have enabled us to help many families in need throughout
this pandemic. This year we are still hoping to provide all of our Parish Pantry families with food for a special
Thanksgiving dinner.









Frozen turkey
Boxed stuffing
Canned sweet potatoes
Canned green beans
French’s fried onions
Canned fruit
Bottles of sparkling juice

 Turkey gravy
 Boxed mashed potatoes
 Brown sugar
 Canned of cream of mushroom soup
 Canned corn or carrots
 Frozen apple or pumpkin pie
 Canned coffee or boxed tea

We have already been receiving many of our typical donations for Thanksgiving; however, we are now also in
need of turkeys! If you feel you are able to contribute any of the menu items listed above, we would be deeply
grateful! Turkeys and frozen pies can be placed in the freezer in the Usher’s closet just off the Church Narthex;
non-perishable foods can be placed in the Parish Pantry bins in the Church Narthex. Donations of gift cards for
local grocery stores are also most welcome and extremely helpful; these can be purchased and easily donated via
the Parish Scrip Program - 1) Lorri Resuta at (215) 534-3092 or Email olshscrip@gmail.com or 2) through
Electronic Parish Giving: “SCRIP-Parish Pantry.”

COVID-19 will not stop us from giving our families in need a
wonderful Christmas. We are just going to do it a little differently.

no Angels
no Wrapped Gifts
can be accepted

Donations will be accepted until:
Collection Box:
Gift Cards and
Monetary Donations
can be deposited in the
Collection Box at the back
of church. Please mark:
“Advent Giving Tree”

