Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
May 29, 2022

My Dear Parishioners,
This weekend we observe a civic holiday that comes with an special request from our government, and that special
request is to pray. By Act of Congress, Memorial Day is a National Day of Prayer: prayer for those who have given the
ultimate sacrifice for freedom, prayer for their families, and prayer for world peace. As we pray for peace, let us especially
pray for an increase of God’s peace in this world. For, it is only with an increase in God’s peace that the hearts of people
can be changed and filled with true love, true repentance, and true freedom. Then we will have true peace in our world.
Of course, this weekend we will be remembering those who have died for our freedom, and we will continue to ask God
Our Father through His Son, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, that they be richly rewarded for their sacrifice and admitted
to the company of the Saints. As we do so, we do so with these words of hope and consolation of Our Blessed Savior: If
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. By this is my Father
glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love.
If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in
his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. This is my commandment: love
one another as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. (John 15: 7-13).
This weekend I would share with you two anonymous notes that were recently sent to me:
May 10, 2022
Dear Fr. Pawelko
After six weeks in the area, I am preparing to return home. This note is to thank you and all of those who assist
in running the parish for their inspiration and sparking a renewal of faith in Catholicism in me. This Mother’s Day
gift is appreciated. God’s Blessings to All! ~ “A Visitor”
April 18, 2022
Dear Fr. Pawelko
The Holy Week Rituals were inspirational and spiritually enhancing. Thanks be to God! You and many others
provided the background for the solemn observances. So much dedication goes into preparing for these rites. Please
thank Fr. Tobias, the Deacons, Choir, Musicians, Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers, those who decorated
and prepared the church and altar, and the many behind the scenes helpers who are unknown. Thank you, Fr.
Pawelko. From “a Grateful Parishioner.”
These notes help to summarize all the positive notes, emails, and kind words that I constantly receive. They are also a
reminder of all the good that we are doing here at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. I use the pronoun “we” because it is
together that we have such a welcoming, warm, friendly and vibrant parish. So, these notes are really a “thank you” for all
of you, and I add my personal thank you for all of the good that you do. Through the intercession of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart may we continue to grow as a parish community and may we continue to be the instrument of inspiration for others.
In this newsletter, I have included the 1961 Memorial Day Proclamation of President Kennedy and the complete text of
the poem that gave birth to our National Anthem along with the origins of the poem. I have also included a Litany of Peace
which especially asks for an increase of God’s Peace within ourselves and our own souls.
Let us continue to lay siege to Heaven with our Rosaries and our Chaplets for our fallen soldiers, for world peace, for
peace in Ukraine, for peace in our own cities, for peace in our own homes, and for the increase in God’s peace that is the
source of all true and lasting peace.
On behalf of our Deacons and Staff, I wish all a very Happy Memorial Day Weekend.
Fr. Michael J. Pawelko, Pastor

Whereas the high courage and the supreme sacrifice of Americans
who gave their lives in battle have made it possible for our land to flourish
under freedom and justice; and
Whereas the ideals and patriotism of those who answered the call to
service stand as an inspiration to every new generation of Americans; and
Whereas the same principles and revolutionary beliefs for which our
forbears fought and died are still at issue in the world and the challenge
against them can be met only through the same qualities of courage,
strength, and unflinching determination shown by our noble dead; and
Whereas Memorial Day each year provides a fitting occasion upon
which our people may not only commemorate the Nation's heroic dead
but also unite in prayer for the preservation of liberty and peace free from
the threat of war; and
Whereas to this end the Congress, in a joint resolution approved May
11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), requested the President to issue a proclamation
calling upon the people of the United States to observe each Memorial
Day as a day of prayer for permanent peace:
Now, Therefore, I, John F. Kennedy, President of the United States,
do hereby urge the people of the United States to observe Tuesday, May
30, 1961, Memorial Day, by invoking the blessing of God on those who
have died in defense of our country, and by praying for a new world of
law where peace and justice shall prevail and a life of opportunity shall
be assured for all; and I designate the hour beginning in each locality at
eleven o'clock in the morning of that day as the time to unite in such
prayer.
I also urge the press, radio, television, and all other media of
information to cooperate in this observance.
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal
of the United States of America to be affixed.
DONE at the City of Washington this 24th day of April in the year of
our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-one, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the one hundred and eighty-fifth.
JOHN F. KENNEDY
By the President:
DEAN RUSK, Secretary of State.

(Explanation of the origin of the National Anthem is taken for the Veterans of Foreign Wars Website)
For more than a century the "Star Spangled Banner," written by Francis Scott Key in 1814, was sung as a popular patriotic
air. From time to time Army and Navy leaders designated it as the national anthem for official occasions. In 1916 President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed it the national anthem. Continuous lobbying by the Veterans of Foreign Wars led to Congress
designating the song as the official national anthem of the United States on March 3, 1931.
Francis Scott Key practiced law in Baltimore during the War of 1812. In 1814 one of Key's friends, Dr. Beanes, was held
prisoner by the British aboard the ship Minden in Baltimore harbor. Key decided he would try to obtain his friend's release.
Carrying a flag of truce and a letter from President James Madison, Key rowed out to the ship. His request for the friend's
freedom was granted, but both men were detained onboard because the British were about to bombard Fort McHenry.
During the bombardment, Key watched the Stars and Stripes flying over the fort. Darkness fell, and he no longer could see
the flag. But the fort kept on firing back at the British, so Key knew the American stronghold had not surrendered.
When daylight returned Key was overjoyed to see that "the flag was still there." Taking an old envelope from his pocket
he wrote the stirring opening words," O say, can you see by the dawn's early light, what so proudly we hailed at the
twilight's last gleaming, whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight, o'er the ramparts we watched,
were so gallantly streaming?"
After he returned ashore, Key completed the verse, which was later published in the Baltimore American, September 21,
1814. It became popular immediately. Later the words were set to the English "Anacreon in Heaven," which is the tune we
sing today.
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
O say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
A home and a country should leave us no more?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps'
fight,
pollution.
O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming;
No refuge could save the hireling and slave,
And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
From the terror of flight and the gloom of the grave;
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave!
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave?
O! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
On the shore dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Between their loved homes and the war's desolation!
Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes,
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav'n-rescued
What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep,
land,
As it fitfully blows, now conceals, now discloses?
Praise the power that hath made and preserved us a
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam,
nation.
In full glory reflected now shines on the stream;
Then conquer we must, for our cause it is just.
'Tis the star-spangled banner; O long may it wave
And this be our motto— "In God is our trust; "
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave!
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave.

From the desire to control ... Deliver me, Lord Jesus
From the desire to give my opinion ... Deliver me, Lord Jesus
From the desire to project myself as the victim ...
From the desire to impress others ...
From the desire to please everyone ...
From the tendency to complain ...
From all my irrational fears ...
From all violent speech ...
From failing to accept uncertainty ...
From comparing myself to others ...
From not accepting my limitations ...
From an unhealthy desire for perfection ...
From an unhealthy attachment to others ...
From excessive self-blame ...
From holding on to grudges ...

From holding on to the past ...
From wanting more than I need ...
From the impulse to justify myself ...
From worrying about the future ...
From thinking only about myself ...
From losing perspective on life ...
From not being able to laugh at myself ...
From not being able to forgive myself ...
From over analyzing the intentions of others ...
From the desire to change others ...
From thoughts that this world is all there is ...
From failing to trust in God ...
From failing to see God in all things ...

Peace Prayer:
God of peace, calm me and heal me.
Let Your peace reign in my heart at this very moment and for all eternity.
We make our prayer in the Name of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

Monday ● May 30, 2022
Mass at 9:00 AM

Memorial Day

In Observance of
Memorial Day
The Parish Office
will be Closed
Monday, May 30th

CALLING ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
WE NEED YOU!
We are currently seeking high school students to offer your talents in service to God as Readers at Sunday
Masses. As a reader, you will have the opportunity to further develop your public speaking skills and to
add to your resume of accomplishments. Most importantly, you will have the opportunity to become
more familiar and more appreciative of the Word of God.
To qualify, you must be at least in 9th grade or preparing to enter 9th grade next year, be a practicing
member of the parish, be willing to work with and be trained by current Lectors, be willing to commit to
a schedule and have the permission of your parents.
Please consider lending your time and talent to this rewarding ministry. If interested, please fill out and
return the permission slip to the parish office either by email at olsacredheart@gmail.com, mail or by
dropping it off in the collection basket by Sunday, June 5th. You will receive notice of the time and date
of the training session, which we are planning to have in the near future. Once you have completed the
training session, you will be added to the rotation of Lectors by the parish office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Permission Slip for High School Lector~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Name: ______________________________________________________________

Grade: __________

Parent/Guardian Email: _________________________________________________
Child’s Email: ________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Primary Phone Number: __________________________
The Mass I usually attend (Please indicate first & second choice of Mass preference):
_______4:00 P.M. (Vigil) ______8:00 a.m.

______9:30 a.m.

______11:00 a.m.

I ______________________________________(Print Parent/Guardian Name) hereby give permission for
________________________________ (Child’s Name) to be trained and become a High School Lector for Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart Church, Hilltown. In addition, I understand that my child may be recorded on video
during their course of ministry.
__________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

______________________
Date

__________________________________
Child’s Signature

______________________
Date

make a visit.

Wednesday Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament will be suspended for the
Summer from June 8th ~ September 5th.
Will resume after Labor Day.
The Church will remain open from
Daily Mass until 3:30 PM on
weekdays for anyone wishing to

