Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
May 22, 2022
My Dear Parishioners,
This coming Thursday, we celebrate one of the most important Feasts of our religion: the Feast of the Ascension of
Our Lord.
This truly is one of our most important Feasts for two reasons. First, this Feast reminds us that the goal and culmination
of our Christian journey is, of course, Heaven. Secondly, and more importantly, this Feast reminds us that Heaven is
really and truly possible because Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has ascended there before us.
Our Christian journey began with our Baptisms and continues through our lives, aided by the Grace of the Sacraments
and the Teachings and Prayers of the Church.
Our Christian journey reaches its goal and culmination when we are reunited with the true founder of our religion
forever in Heaven.
While what Heaven itself is like is a matter of speculation, we do know that we will be with Our Blessed Savior and
will be joining with Our Blessed Mother and the Holy Angels and Saints in giving praise and glory to God Our Father
through His Son and with the Holy Spirit forever.
We also know that Heaven is a place of unsurpassed beauty and, a place where the only rule is the rule of Love.
Plus, far from a boring place, a place where people just lounge around on clouds with nothing to do, Heaven is a place
of constant action and interaction, as the Saints join together with the Angels to give constant praise and thanksgiving to
the Blessed Trinity.
My dear parishioners, let us boldly continue our journey home, because He who has gone on before us has prepared
both a path and a place for us, and is waiting for us:

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, Holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For the Lord Jesus, the King of Glory,
Conqueror of sin and death,
ascended today to the highest heavens as the Angels gazed in wonder.
Mediator between God and man,
Judge of the world and Lord of hosts,
He ascended, not to distance Himself from our lowly state,
but that we, His members, might be confident of following,
where He, our Head and Founder, has gone before.
Therefore, overcome with Paschal Joy,
every land, every people, exults in your praise
and even the heavenly powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory, as the acclaim: Holy, Holy, Holy…..
(Preface I of the Ascension)
Happy Ascension Thursday,
Fr. Michael J. Pawelko, Pastor

A Teaching from St. Augustine
Doctor of the Church and Patron Saint of Theologians on

Today our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven; let our hearts ascend with him. Listen to
the words of the Apostle: If you have risen with Christ, set your hearts on the things that are
above where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God; seek the things that are above, not the
things that are on earth. For just as he remained with us even after his ascension, so we too are
already in heaven with him, even though what is promised us has not yet been fulfilled in our
bodies.
Christ is now exalted above the heavens, but he still suffers on earth all the pain that we, the
members of his body, have to bear. He showed this when he cried out from above: Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me? And when he said: I was hungry and you gave me food.
Why do we on earth not strive to find rest with him in heaven even now, through the faith, hope
and love that unites us to him? While in heaven he is also with us; and we while on earth are
with him. He is here with us by his divinity, his power and his love. We cannot be in heaven,
as he is on earth, by divinity, but in him, we can be there by love.
He did not leave heaven when he came down to us; nor did he withdraw from us when he went
up again into heaven. The fact that he was in heaven even while he was on earth is borne out
by his own statement: No one has ever ascended into heaven except the one who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven.
These words are explained by our oneness with Christ, for he is our head and we are his body.
No one ascended into heaven except Christ because we also are Christ: he is the Son of Man
by his union with us, and we by our union with him are the sons of God. So the Apostle says:
Just as the human body, which has many members, is a unity, because all the different members
make one body, so is it also with Christ. He too has many members, but one body. Out of
compassion for us he descended from heaven, and although he ascended alone, we also ascend,
because we are in him by grace.

Thus, no one but Christ descended and no one but Christ ascended; not because there is no
distinction between the head and the body, but because the body as a unity cannot be separated
from the head. by St. Augustine of Hippo The Ascension of Christ Today our Lord Jesus Christ
ascended into heaven; let our hearts ascend with him. Listen to the words of the Apostle: If you
have risen with Christ, set your hearts on the things that are above where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God; seek the things that are above, not the things that are on earth. For just
as he remained with us even after his ascension, so we too are already in heaven with him, even
though what is promised us has not yet been fulfilled in our bodies.
Christ is now exalted above the heavens, but he still suffers on earth all the pain that we, the
members of his body, have to bear. He showed this when he cried out from above: Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me? and when he said: I was hungry and you gave me food. Why do we
on earth not strive to find rest with him in heaven even now, through the faith, hope and love
that unites us to him? While in heaven he is also with us; and we while on earth are with him.
He is here with us by his divinity, his power and his love. We cannot be in heaven, as he is on
earth, by divinity, but in him, we can be there by love.
He did not leave heaven when he came down to us; nor did he withdraw from us when he went
up again into heaven. The fact that he was in heaven even while he was on earth is borne out
by his own statement: No one has ever ascended into heaven except the one who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven. These words are explained by our oneness
with Christ, for he is our head and we are his body. No one ascended into heaven except Christ
because we also are Christ: he is the Son of Man by his union with us, and we by our union
with him are the sons of God. So the Apostle says: Just as the human body, which has many
members, is a unity, because all the different members make one body, so is it also with Christ.
He too has many members, but one body.
Out of compassion for us he descended from heaven, and although he ascended alone, we also
ascend, because we are in him by grace. Thus, no one but Christ descended and no one but
Christ ascended; not because there is no distinction between the head and the body, but because
the body as a unity cannot be separated from the head.

6:30 AM ~ Church
9:00 AM ~ Church
7:00 PM ~ Church

CALLING ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
WE NEED YOU!
We are currently seeking high school students to offer your talents in service to God as Readers at Sunday
Masses. As a reader, you will have the opportunity to further develop your public speaking skills and to
add to your resume of accomplishments. Most importantly, you will have the opportunity to become
more familiar and more appreciative of the Word of God.
To qualify, you must be at least in 9th grade or preparing to enter 9th grade next year, be a practicing
member of the parish, be willing to work with and be trained by current Lectors, be willing to commit to
a schedule and have the permission of your parents.
Please consider lending your time and talent to this rewarding ministry. If interested, please fill out and
return the Permission Slip to the parish office either by email at olsacredheart@gmail.com, mail or
by dropping it off in the collection basket by Sunday, June 5th. You will receive notice of the time and
date of the training session, which we are planning to have in the near future. Once you have
completed the training session, you will be added to the rotation of Lectors by the parish office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Permission Slip for High School Lector~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Name: ______________________________________________________________

Grade: __________

Parent/Guardian Email: _________________________________________________
Child’s Email: ________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Primary Phone Number: __________________________
The Mass I usually attend (Please indicate first & second choice of Mass preference):
_______4:00 P.M. (Vigil) ______8:00 a.m.

______9:30 a.m.

______11:00 a.m.

I ______________________________________(Print Parent/Guardian Name) hereby give permission for
________________________________ (Child’s Name) to be trained and become a High School Lector for Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart Church, Hilltown. In addition, I understand that my child may be recorded on video
during their course of ministry.
__________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

______________________
Date

__________________________________
Child’s Signature

______________________
Date

Wednesday Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament will be suspended for the
Summer from June 8th ~ September 5th.
Will resume after Labor Day.
The Church will remain open from
Daily Mass until 3:30 PM on
weekdays for anyone wishing to
make a visit.

