Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
March 14, 2021
My Dear Parishioners,
In the Early Church, there was a debate about when we should be observing Holy Week and celebrating
Easter. Some wanted a fixed date, similar to Christmas. Others, however, wanted our observance of Holy
Week and celebration Easter to coincide with the Passover, just like the very first Holy Week and Paschal
Triduum. Those who wanted the moveable Feast won the debate.
While the exact date of Easter does change from year to year, the Feast does fall within a defined time.
The earliest we can celebrate Easter is March 22. The latest date we can celebrate Easter is April 25. The
calculation of Easter all depends on three things: the Vernal Equinox, Paschal Full Moon and the date of the
first Sunday after the Paschal Full Moon. The Paschal Full Moon is the first full moon after the Vernal
Equinox (the first day of spring). The first Sunday after the Paschal Full Moon becomes Easter Sunday.
So, if you are ever wondering why Easter is “early” one year and “late” the next year, blame the Moon.
Which brings us to this, our Fourth Sunday of Lent, also known as Laetare Sunday. This Sunday gets
its name from the optional Entrance Antiphon of Mass: Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful,
all who were in mourning, exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. Laetare Sunday encourages us to
continue onward in our observance of Lent toward our celebration of the Resurrection. Of course, as days
get longer and warmer, it is sometimes easy to forget that we are still in Lent, and we can sometimes become
lax with our Lenten promises and obligations. Thankfully, however, we having a loving and merciful God
who is also a God of new beginnings. So, if we have found ourselves forgetting that it is still Lent, we have
a great opportunity this weekend for a new beginning, remembering those beautiful words from this week’s
Gospel: whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.
Moreover, I am so encouraged by everyone’s commitment to the Faith and to our parish over the last
year of the pandemic, and I am so thankful to God for you and I keep all of you in my prayers day and night.
I am also so happy to see more and more faces at Mass each weekend. As the restrictions continue to relax
and more of us are vaccinated, I look forward to the day when we will all be together again to give Praise
and Glory to God here in our beautiful church.
I am also thankful that we will again be celebrating Holy Week and Easter in our own church this year.
Yes, there will be some modifications to allow for social distancing and such, but what is in important is
that all of us who can will be able to observe the Paschal Triduum and celebrate Easter here at Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart. Please see the bulletin and the e-newsletter for details and for any updates as Holy Week
fast approaches.
Just a little side note, you may see scaffold up around the gym. This is in preparation for the long awaited
repairs to the gym’s brickwork and replacement of the gym roof. Hopefully, the work will be done soon
and we thank all of our staff and faithful volunteers who are assisting in planning and directing the work.
Lastly, let us continue to pray our Rosaries and our Chaplets for the end of the pandemic, for first
responders, for the sick, for the deceased, and for the glorious day when we will all be together again.
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us!
St. Joseph, patron of the Universal Church, pray for us!
Fr. Michael J. Pawelko

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Reading 1: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23 (32B)
In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people added infidelity to infidelity, practicing all
the abominations of the nations and polluting the LORD’s temple which he had consecrated in Jerusalem.
Early and often did the LORD, the God of their fathers, send his messengers to them, for he had compassion
on his people and his dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God, despised his warnings, and
scoffed at his prophets, until the anger of the LORD against his people was so inflamed that there was no
remedy. Their enemies burnt the house of God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem, set all its palaces afire, and
destroyed all its precious objects. Those who escaped the sword were carried captive to Babylon, where
they became servants of the king of the Chaldeans and his sons until the kingdom of the Persians came to
power. All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah: “Until the land has retrieved its
lost sabbaths, during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest while seventy years are fulfilled.” In the first
year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD
inspired King Cyrus of Persia to issue this proclamation throughout his kingdom, both by word of mouth
and in writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD, the God of
heaven, has given to me, and he has also charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of his people, let him go up, and may his God be with
him!”

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 13:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6
R. (6ab) Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
► By the streams of Babylon

we sat and wept
when we remembered Zion.
On the aspens of that land
we hung up our harps. R.
► For there our captors asked of us
the lyrics of our songs,
and our despoilers urged us
to be joyous:
“Sing for us the songs of Zion!” R.

► How could we sing a song of the LORD

in a foreign land?
If I forget you, Jerusalem,
may my right hand be forgotten! R.
► May my tongue cleave to my palate
if I remember you not,
if I place not Jerusalem
ahead of my joy. R.

Reading 2: Ephesians 2:4-10
Brothers and sisters: God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us,
even when we were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ — by grace you have been
saved —, raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the ages
to come He might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For
by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from
works, so no one may boast. For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that
God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them.

Gospel Acclamation
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory.
► God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so everyone who believes in him might have eternal life.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory.

Gospel: John 3:14-21
Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but
might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but
whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name
of the only Son of God. And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people
preferred darkness to light, because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things
hates the light and does not come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But
whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.

Catholic Men: Defenders of the Faith
Virtual Conference for Men
Schedule
The Harrisburg Diocesan Men’s Conference will be virtual this year on Saturday, March 20.
All those who register will receive a link to join the conference live, as well as a recording
of the event.
8:30 a.m. – Online platform opens,
Acknowledgments, and Praise & Worship
9:00 a.m. – The Catholic Advantage – Dr.
William Donohue

11:45 a.m. – Fighting Spiritual Warfare:
“For we are not contending against flesh
and blood, but against…..the spiritual
hosts of wickedness in heavenly places.”
(Ephesians, 6: 12) – Fr. John Szada, PhD

9:30 a.m. – Break with Praise & Worship

12:15 p.m. – Break with Praise & Worship

9:35 a.m. – The Genuineness of Your Faith: 12:20 p.m. – Average Joe: How an
Reflections on I Peter – Most Rev. Ronald
Ordinary Man Got the Most Extraordinary
W. Gainer, DD, JCL
Job in History – Mr. Anthony Devlin
10:05 a.m. – Break with Praise & Worship

12:50 p.m. – Break with Praise and Worship

10:10 a.m. – Men of Mary – Rev. Frederick
L. Miller, STD

12:55 p.m. – What’s So Special About the
Catholic Church: Four Graces to Defend
the Faith – Fr. Robert Spitzer, SJ

10:40 a.m. – Break with Praise & Worship
11:10 a.m. – Adoration of The Blessed
Sacrament W/ Praise and Worship

1:25 p.m. – Closing Remarks – Bishop Gainer
1:40 p.m. – Farewell

11:40 a.m. – Break with Praise & Worship

Register Today:
www.hbgdiocese.org/event/mens-conference

