Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
March 13, 2022

My Dear Parishioners,

One of the most beautiful images in all of Scripture is the image of the Transfiguration. Just picture it. Our
Blessed Savior clothed in splendor as His interior Glory is revealed to the Blessed Apostles, Peter, James, and
John. Also picture that miraculous moment when Moses and Elijah appear. They appear to symbolize all of the
Holy Ones of the Old Testament—all of the Holy Ones who sacrificed much to remain faithful to the Covenant
as they awaited the birth of the Savior. Moses and Elijah, furthermore, represent the Law and the Prophets, God’s
great gifts of old to help to prepare the way of the Savior. Then imagine the beautiful voice from Heaven, the
voice of the Father Himself, affirming that Jesus truly is the Christ, the Son of God, and the by listening to Him,
we too will share in His Glory. Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever!

As we reflect on this beautiful image of the Transfiguration, we are reminded that our Lenten disciples of
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are really gifts. These Lenten disciples are gifts that help rid one of the noisy
distractions of life so that we can truly “listen to Him.” Our Lenten disciples, most importantly, help us to form
a “healthy detachment” to the things of this world so that we can stay focused on the Voice that leads to Glory in
the next world.

In this week’s newsletter | am including a teaching from our holy father, Pope Francis, on the hope revealed
by the Transfiguration, and also an article by author Russell Shaw on “Understanding Detachment” which
appeared in one of my favorite blogs, “The Catholic Thing,” six years ago.

Let us continue to lay siege to Heaven for peace and justice in Ukraine and peace and justice in our own
country and our own cities as we pray:

Remember

most gracious Virgin
Mary, that never was it
known that anyone who

fled to thy protection, implored thy
help, or sought thy intercession was
left unaided.

Inspired by this confidence, I fly
unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my
mother; to thee do I come, before
thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful.

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions, but in thy
mercy hear and answer me.

Amen.

Rev. Michael J. Pawelko, Pastor
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Second Sunday of Lent, 25 February 2018

Laiaani Wit

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

Today’s Gospel, according to the Second Sunday of Lent, invites us to contemplate the Transfiguration
of Jesus. This episode is related to what had happened six days earlier, when Jesus had revealed to his
disciples that in Jerusalem he would “suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and the chief
priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.” This message led to crisis for Peter
and the entire group of disciples, who rejected the idea that Jesus would be scorned by the leaders of the
people and then put to death. Indeed they were waiting for a powerful, strong, dominating Messiah,
whereas Jesus presented himself as a humble and gentle servant of God, and servant of mankind, who
would offer his life in sacrifice, passing by way of persecution, suffering and death. But how could one
follow a Master and Messiah whose earthly existence was to end in that way? That is what they were
thinking. And the answer came precisely from the Transfiguration. What is the Transfiguration of Jesus?
It is a preliminary Paschal apparition.

Jesus took with him the three disciples Peter, James and John, “and led them up a high mountain” (9:2);
and there, for a moment, he showed them his glory, the glory of the Son of God. This event of the
Transfiguration thus allowed the disciples to confront Jesus’ Passion in a positive way, without being
overwhelmed. They saw him as he would be after the Passion: glorious. And in this way Jesus prepared
them for the trial.

The Transfiguration helps the disciples, and us too, to understand that the Passion of Christ is a mystery
of suffering, but it is above all a gift of love, of infinite love on Jesus’ part. The event of Jesus transfiguring
himself on the mountain enables us to better understand his Resurrection. In order to understand the
Mystery of the Cross, it is necessary to know ahead of time that the One who suffers and who is glorified
is not only a man, but is the Son of God who, with his love faithful to the end, saved us. In this way the
Father renews his messianic declaration about the Son, which he had made previously on the bank of the
River Jordan after his Baptism, exhorting: “listen to him” (v. 7). The disciples are called to follow the
Master with trust, with hope, notwithstanding his death; the divinity of Jesus must be made manifest
precisely on the Cross, precisely in his dying “in that way”, so that here Mark the Evangelist places in the
mouth of the centurion the profession of faith: “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (15:39).

Let us now turn in prayer to the Virgin Mary, the human creature transfigured interiorly by Christ’s grace.
Let us confidently entrust ourselves to her maternal support in order to continue with faith and generosity
the journey of Lent.




Russell Shaw
SUNDAY, JULY 31, 2016

etachment has been a central theme in Christianity from the start. Recall the story of the rich young

man, found in all three Synoptic Gospels. He asks Jesus what he must do in order to be better. Jesus

answers, “Go, sell what you possess and give to the poor. . .and come, follow me.” The young man goes
away sad because, the evangelist tells us, “he had great possessions.” (Mt 19. 21-22) He wasn’t detached —
he needed to practice detachment about something big, and couldn’t bring himself to do it.

Not just for rich young men, but for all of us who would like to imitate Christ and live by his teaching,
detachment is of crucial importance. But what is it? And why is it so important not just for people who have

“great possessions,” but also for those whose possessions are quite modest? Let me offer a definition that may
lead to an answer.

The definition is mine and carries no authority. Accept or ignore it:

To be detached, to practice detachment, is to establish and maintain a relation to everything
and everybody in one’s life according to which all things are valued by how much they help or
hinder us in our relationship with God, the imitation of Christ, and the service of other people.

A mouthful, I admit. What follows may help explain what it means.

By the late Middle Ages, the best thinking on detachment took the form of what is usually called
contemptus mundi — contempt for the world. You find this in a pure form in The Imitation of Christ, a spiritual
classic (1419) usually attributed to Thomas a Kempis, although others may have had a hand in it. It preaches
the message of contemptus mundi throughout, starting with Book One, Chapter One:

This is the highest wisdom: to despise the world and to aspire to the kingdom of Heaven.
It is vanity, therefore, to seek riches which must perish, and to trust in them.

It is vanity also to be ambitious of honors, and to raise oneself up to a high station.

It is vanity to follow the desires of the flesh, and to desire that for which you must
afterward be grievously punished.

It is vanity to wish for a long life, and to take little care of leading a good life.

It is vanity also to attend only to this present life, and not to look forward to those things
which are to come.

And so on.

The Rich Young Man Went Away
Sorrowful by James J. Tissot,
c. 1890 [Brooklyn Museum]|




The message of the Imitation is perennial wisdom that has been crucial to the spiritual lives of countless
good people for six centuries, and remains so now. Still, there’s no denying that its view of life in the world
is in contrast, not to say conflict, with the view expressed in “Passionately Loving the World,” a famous
homily by St. Josemaria Escriva, the founder of Opus Dei:

God is calling you to serve him in and from the ordinary, material and secular activities of human life. He
waits for us every day, in the laboratory, in the operating theatre, in the army barracks, in the university chair,
in the factory, in the workshop, in the fields, in the home and in all the immense panorama of work.
Understand this well: there is something holy, something divine, hidden in the most ordinary situations, and
it is up to each one of you to discover it.

There is an obvious tension between that and contemptus mundi. So what are Christians who want to
practice detachment supposed to do: regard the world with contempt or love it passionately?

The tension is resolved, | believe, in a little-noted but extremely important text of the Second Vatican
Council, Gaudium et Spes (“The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World”). Theologians
don’t seem to have known what to make of it. But in my judgment, it could make a huge difference in the
way Christians view life in the world.

The Council is discussing the meaning of human activity in the perspective of faith. Recalling the scriptural
teaching that “the form of this world, distorted by sin, is passing away and. . .God is preparing a new dwelling
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” And continues that, rather than “diminishing our concern to
develop this earth,” that expectation of a final fulfillment to come, but already begun should “spur us on,”
inasmuch as it is here and now that the yet to come makes its first, tentative appearance:

When we have spread on earth the fruits of our nature and our Enterprise — human dignity,
brotherly communion, and freedom. . .we will find them once again, cleansed this time from
the state of sin, illuminated and transfigured, when Christ presents to his Father an eternal
and universal kingdom. . . .Here on earth the kingdom is mysteriously present; when the
Lord comes, it will enter into its perfection. (GS 39)

Clearly, this means at least that the human goods for which we labor now and which we sometimes realize,
though imperfectly, will not disappear in the next life. There is a real continuity. The human goods will be
present in heaven, too, in a perfected and fulfilled form. And although this passage doesn’t say so, I suspect
the model for what the Council Fathers had in mind is the resurrected humanity of Christ.

Here, then, is the starting point and foundation for a true detachment that cherishes and works to realize
human goods, and uses them in serving God and one another, without attaching to them, in their imperfect
form, the permanent value they will only have in their perfected form in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Passionately loving the world, means we can bear to let go of it thanks to the promise of resurrection and
eternal life, confident that we will find in heaven the best of what we have labored to realize on earth. That is
the heart of detachment.

Understanding Detachment - The Catholic Thing



https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2016/07/31/understanding-detachment/
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Stations of the Cross
Fridays
March 4 — April 15
7:00 PM =™ Church

P8 Frayer
Sunday, March 20t
6:00 — 8:00 PM
Church

|

Lenten Fish Fry
Friday, March 25t
4:30 — 6:30 PM
Cafeteria

Parish Mission
Sunday, March 27t
“An Invitation to have fun”
7:00 — 9:00 PM

Monday, March 28

“An Invitation to introspection”

7:00 — 9:00 PM

Tuesday, March 29t
“An Invitation to respond”
7:00 - 9:00 FM

Mission Speaker:
Bob Lesnefsky

Parish Confessions
Thursday, April 7th
4:00 - 5:00 PM
7:00 - 7:30 PM
Church

lect. Repen t@tor

Dadly Mass
Monday - Saturday
7:30 AM ™ Church

Rosary

Monday — Friday
7:00 AM = Church
Saturday
8:00 AM ™ Church
Sunday
10:30 AM = Church

Adopation of Our Lord
Wednesdays ™ Church
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Fridays
8:00 AM ™ Church

Life in the Spirét

Sundays
9:15 AM — Gymnasium
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Cafeteria
100 Broad Street ¢ Hilltown, PA

FISH OR CRAB DINNER
(Comes with Fries, Veggies, Dessert, & Drink) EAT IN OR TAKE OUT

ADULTS:
o $12.00/PERSON Sponsor by
CHILDREN (6-12 YRS. OLD):
e $7.00/PERSON OLSH Youth Group
CHILDREN (1'5 YRS. OLD): In conjunction with the
e FREE Knights of Columbus #9763
P1zzA DINNER

(Comes with 2 Slices, Dessert, & Drink)
e $6.00/PERSON

To Purchase & PAY Online tickets = https://forms.parishgiving.org/form-5314619/
OR

You May purchase your tickets after all Masses = March 12/13 and 19/20
in the Church Narthex



https://forms.parishgiving.org/form-5314619/
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