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My Dear Parishioners,
Have you ever spent any time thinking about water? On the surface, there doesn’t seem to be
much to consider. Water is common. Water is simple. It consists of only two elements. It is
colorless. It is tasteless.
Yet, in all the world, and maybe all the universe, there is no more important natural substance
than water. Water is necessary for life as we know it. Water cleans and purifies. Water is a
powerful force with which to be reckoned, such as in a flood. Water can transform other things,
such as rain transforming a desert. Water allows us to move huge amounts of goods in ships.
Water gives us pleasure at the shore. Water supplies us with electricity from dams.
Yes, when we stop and think about it, we realize that water is such a great gift from God.
This weekend we have an opportunity to reflect on another power of water: the Sacramental
power of water. Through the hands of a priest or deacon, water becomes the matter of the
Sacrament of Baptism. Water then takes on the power to forgive sins, the power to give grace.
Yes, this weekend as we reflect on the Baptism of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we have the
opportunity to give Him thanks for the gift of the waters of Baptism.
We have the opportunity reflect on the fact that He Himself had no need of Baptism, yet that
He entered the waters to give the waters a new and even more important power than the natural
powers it already possessed. We have the opportunity to reflect on the fact that He entered the
waters in order to leave us a good example of what we are to do. We have the opportunity to
reflect on just how much He loves us as to leave us such a gift.
Just as a side note, we had a professor in the seminary who once remarked that the primary
reason that water was created was for Baptism, not for drinking or washing or any other natural
use, but for the supernatural use of Baptism. The professor then said that natural uses for water—
to give life, to purify, and such--are then reflections of the supernatural power of the Waters of
Baptism. Just think about that.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us!
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us!
Fr. Michael J Pawelko, Pastor

252. What names are given to the first sacrament of
initiation?
This sacrament is primarily called Baptism because of the central
rite with which it is celebrated. To baptize means to “immerse” in
water. The one who is baptized is immersed into the death of
Christ and rises with him as a “new creature” (2
Corinthians 5:17). This sacrament is also called the “bath of
regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5); and it is
called “enlightenment” because the baptized becomes “a son of
light” (Ephesians 5:8).

253. How is Baptism prefigured in the Old Covenant?
In the Old Covenant Baptism was pre-figured in various
ways: water, seen as source of life and of death; in the Ark of
Noah, which saved by means of water; in the passing through the
Red Sea,which liberated Israel from Egyptian slavery; in the
crossing of the Jordan River, that brought Israel into the promised
land which is the image of eternal life.

254. Who brought to fulfillment those prefigurations?
All the Old Covenant prefigurations find their fulfillment in Jesus
Christ. At the beginning of his public life Jesus had himself
baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan. On the cross, blood and
water, signs of Baptism and the Eucharist, flowed from his pierced
side. After his Resurrection he gave to his apostles this mission:
“Go forth and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”
(Matthew 28:19).

255. Starting when and to whom has the Church
administered Baptism?
From the day of Pentecost, the Church has administered Baptism
to anyone who believes in Jesus Christ.

256. In what does the essential rite of Baptism consist?
The essential rite of this sacrament consists in immersing the
candidate in water or pouring water over his or her head while
invoking the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

257. Who can receive Baptism?
Every person not yet baptized is able to receive Baptism.
258. Why does the Church baptize infants?
The Church baptizes infants because they are born with original
sin. They need to be freed from the power of the Evil One and
brought into that realm of freedom which belongs to the children
of God.

259. What is required of one who is to be baptized?
Everyone who is to be baptized is required to make a profession
of faith. This is done personally in the case of an adult or by the
parents and by the Church in the case of infants. Also the
godfather or the godmother and the whole ecclesial community
share the responsibility for baptismal preparation
(catechumenate) as well as for the development and
safeguarding of the faith and grace given at baptism.

260. Who can baptize?
The ordinary ministers of Baptism are the bishop and the priest.
In the Latin Church the deacon also can baptize. In case of
necessity any person can baptize provided he has the intention
of doing what the Church does. This is done by pouring water
on the head of the candidate while saying the Trinitarian formula
for Baptism: “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit”.

261. Is Baptism necessary for salvation?
Baptism is necessary for salvation for all those to whom the
Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the possibility of
asking for this sacrament.

262. Is it possible to be saved without Baptism?
Since Christ died for the salvation of all, those can be saved
without Baptism who die for the faith (Baptism of blood).
Catechumens and all those who, even without knowing Christ
and the Church, still (under the impulse of grace) sincerely seek
God and strive to do his will can also be saved without Baptism
(Baptism of desire). The Church in her liturgy entrusts children
who die without Baptism to the mercy of God.

263. What are the effects of Baptism?
Baptism takes away original sin, all personal sins and all
punishment due to sin. It makes the baptized person a participant
in the divine life of the Trinity through sanctifying grace, the
grace of justification which incorporates one into Christ and into
his Church. It gives one a share in the priesthood of Christ and
provides the basis for communion with all Christians. It bestows
the theological virtues and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. A baptized
person belongs forever to Christ. He is marked with the indelible
seal of Christ (character).

264. What is the meaning of the Christian name
received at Baptism?
The name is important because God knows each of us by name,
that is, in our uniqueness as persons. In Baptism a Christian
receives his or her own name in the Church. It should preferably
be the name of a saint who might offer the baptized a model of
sanctity and an assurance of his or her intercession before God.

by Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
The sunshine, the carbons, and the rain could never share the life of the plant unless they died to their lower existence
and were assumed or taken up into plant life Plants could never share the sensitive and locomotive power of animals,
unless they died to their lower existence and were taken up by the animal. None of the things in lower creation could live
in man, and share his arts, his sciences, his thinking and his loves unless they ceased to be what they were, submitting to
the death of knife and fire.
Now, since there is a life above the human, the Christ-life, man, or the old Adam, cannot share in it unless he dies to
himself. But here there is no confiscation or violent appropriation as there is when the cow eats grass. Christ will not take
us up to Himself unless we freely give ourselves to Him. This death to the life of sin, this sharing of the divine life, is
Baptism.

Water: The Material Sign of Baptism
Water is used for cleansing from dust and dirt; therefore, it may be the symbol of a spiritual washing from
original sin. But it can also symbolize both death and life. One can plunge into water and be submerged by
it; then it is a symbol of death. After the plunge, one may rise from the water; then it is a token of
resurrection. A descent into water has always been a description of penetration into deep and mysterious
fecundities; the Greeks believed that the whole living universe came from water.
From another point of view, water is an excellent symbol of Baptism, because it is an open sign of
separation. Water very often is the natural boundary between city and city, state and state, nation and nation,
continent and continent, tribe and tribe. Those who live on one side of water are “separated” from those
who live on the other. In the early days, before rapid communication, it was a dramatic experience to pass
from one territory to another. This symbolism, therefore, was well fitted for the Divine Master to indicate
the separation of the Christian from the world, as the water which was divided in the Red Sea, was a symbol
of the separation of Israel from the slavery of Egypt.Once the Jews had crossed the Red Sea, another symbol
was used to “separate” them as the people of God, and that was circumcision. Not only was it a token of
their covenant or testament with God, but it was required of all Israelites who partook of the Passover. In
the New Testament, the same order is followed. Baptism, or incorporation into the Church, is the condition
of reception of the New Passover, the Eucharist.
As ranchers brand their cattle, as ancient Romans branded their slaves, so God branded His own, both in
the Old Testament and in the New; with circumcision of the flesh in the Old and circumcision of the spirit,
or Baptism, in the New.
It may be objected, what good does a little water do when poured upon the head of a child? One might just
as well ask: what does a little water do when poured into the boiler? The water in the boiler can do nothing
of and by itself, nor can the water on the head of a child. But when the water in the boiler is united to the
mind of an engineer, it can drive an engine across a continent or a ship across the sea. So too, when water
is united to the power of God, it can do more than change a crystal into life. It can take a creature and
convert him into a child of God.

Naaman in the Old Testament was something like those today who think of the power of Baptism coming
from water rather than from the Passion of Christ. Naaman was the general of the king of Syria. A maid
who came from Samaria said that she wished that he had known the great prophet of Israel, for he could
have cured him. The king then bade Naaman to go to Israel where he met the prophet, Elisha. Elisha said
to him: “Go and wash seven times in the Jordan, and thy flesh shalt recover health and thou shalt be clean.”
Naaman was insulted because he was told to go to that insignificant river Jordan to bathe: “‘Why’, he said
angrily, ‘I thought he would come out to meet me, and stand here invoking the name of his God; that he
would touch the sore with his hand and cure me. Has not Damascus its rivers, Abana and Pharphar, such
water as is not found in Israel?'” (4th Kings 5:11,12)
His servants, however, bade him go wash and be made clean, and he went down and washed seven times
according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored and was made like the flesh of a little
child when he was made clean. Then he confessed that it was done by the power of God: “I have learned,
he said, past doubt, that there is no God to be found in all the world, save here in Israel” (4th Kings 5:15).

Baptism and the Life of Christ
Under the Old Law people believed in, or yearned for, a Messiah who was to come. Abraham believed and
his faith was accounted to him as justice, and he received circumcision as a sign of faith.
What was the faith, therefore, that justified Abraham, who was the father of the Jews? It was the faith in the
Messiah, or the Christ Who was to come. There is no salutary faith except in Christ. The Jews believed in
the Christ Who was to come; we believe in Christ Who has come. The times have changed, but the reality
of faith has not changed. There is only one faith. The faith that saves all men, making them pass from carnal
generation to spiritual birth.
The reason Our Lord was baptized was because it was part of the whole process of emptying, of humiliation,
of the Incarnation. How could He be poor with us, if He did not in some way conform to our poverty? How
could He come among sinful men to redeem them, if He did not also reveal the necessity of being purged
from sin? There was no need of Our Blessed Mother to submit to the rite of purification, as there was no
need of Our Lord to submit to the rite of Baptism by John. He had no need personally of having sins
remitted, but He assumed a nature which was related to sinful humanity. Though He was without sin, He
appeared to all men as a sinner, as He did on the cross. That was why He walked into the Jordan with all
the rest of the sinners to demand the baptism of penance “in remission of sins. ‘
In a very special way, Baptism is related to the death and Resurrection of Christ. In order to be saved, we
have to recapitulate in our own lives the Death and the Resurrection of Christ. What He went through, we
have to go through. He is the pattern, and we have to be modeled after Him. He is the die; we are the coins
that have to be stamped with His image. In all of the sacraments, the virtue of the Passion and Resurrection
of Christ is in some way applied to us. In Baptism, there is a very close relationship between the burial and
the resurrection. The catechumen is plunged into the water as Christ was plunged into death. We say plunged
into death because of the words of Our Lord: “There is a baptism I must needs be baptized with, and how
impatient am I for its accomplishment” (Luke 12:50). Baptism not only incorporates us to the death of that
which is evil in us, but also to the Resurrection of Christ, and therefore, to a new life.
There was recently found an inscription on a baptistry erected in the time of Constantine in the beginning
of the fourth century, and it reads: “The waters received an old man, but brought forth a new man.” Saint
Paul speaks of this: “It follows, in fact, that when a man becomes a new creature in Christ, his old life has
disappeared, everything has become new about him (2nd Corinthians 5:17).

Dear Parishioners,
I want to share with you an exciting opportunity that our Finance & Facilities Committee is currently
pursuing to maximize the impact of your generous parish donations. Our beautiful church building and
campus properties need some very costly repairs and maintenance, including new roofs, boilers,
electrical wiring, and cosmetic upkeep. To assist with funding, OLSH will be partnering with the
Catholic Foundation of Greater Philadelphia to establish the OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund, which
will be used to support the property, infrastructure, and equipment expenditures of the Parish.
Additionally, proceeds from the Sustainability Fund have the potential to support various social
services, ministries, and organizations within our Parish community.
This letter is being shared to provide you with some background information regarding the Catholic
Foundation of Greater Philadelphia and how the OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund operates. The
Catholic Foundation of Greater Philadelphia (CFGP) is an independent, nonprofit community
foundation committed to growing philanthropy according to the teachings of Jesus Christ. Grounded
in the principles of faith and service, CFGP meets the diverse needs of donors and Catholic institutions
through charitable fund management and development consulting. Please visit: www.thecfgp.org to
access the CFCP website.
Keep a look out in your monthly envelopes for the new blue OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund
envelope. This will replace the existing green Additional Offering envelope. If you don't receive the
monthly envelopes, then blank OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund envelopes are available in the Church
Narthex.
To give you more information, we have included a list of Frequently Asked Questions, but please know
you can contact our Finance & Facilities Committee or the Parish Office (215) 822-9224 if you have
any additional questions. This is an exciting new adventure for our Parish community, and I ask for
your continued prayers and support.
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us.
Father Michael J. Pawelko, Pastor

FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions)
Why are we partnering with the Catholic Foundation of Greater Philadelphia (CFGP)?
Our Parish will retain a greater portion of our donations for needed repairs if we donate through the CFGP. The
CFGP rate of return on investments is averaging 4% annually, a much higher rate than currently being offered
through savings accounts (0.06%). Additionally, the CFGP has a very low 1.25% fee for managing our funds.
For example, let us say that you donate $100 to the Parish. Currently, OLSH receives only $88 from that donation,
due to various Archdiocese assessments. However, if you donate that same $100 to the OLSH Parish
Sustainability Fund (managed by the CFGP), OLSH will receive $98.75 (due to the 1.25% management fee) and
$4.00 due to the 4% annual return rate. This means that OLSH will receive $102.75 for your $100 donation
($98.75 + $4.00 for the 4% annual rate of return = $102.75) compared to the $88 our Parish currently receives for
the same $100 donation.
How are contributions to the OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund invested?
The CFGP manages the contributions and chooses investments in accord with Catholic values. Contributions
will be invested in a mix of money market, stock, and mutual funds. As economic changes occur within the fund,
the fund’s performance will fluctuate; however, the CFGP past performance shows history of very positive returns
on its managed funds.
Why are we introducing the OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund now?
The Finance & Facilities Committee chose to present this information now since many parishioners choose to
give sizable donations during the year, whether from annuities on pension plans, end-of-the-year work bonuses,
or even special donations to the Church. By making parishioners aware of the OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund,
we can retain more of those donations for our Parish needs.
Are there other parishes in the Archdiocese who have partnered with The Catholic Foundation of Greater
Philadelphia?
Currently, over 30 parishes in the Philadelphia Archdiocese have partnered with The Catholic Foundation of
Greater Philadelphia for various parish needs, including St. Maria Goretti Parish in Hatfield, St. Jude Parish in
Chalfont, and St. Helena Parish in Blue Bell.
How do I contribute to the OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund? There are a number of ways you can contribute:
Blue OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund Envelope: In your Monthly Envelopes Mailing. Checks can be made
payable to CFGP (The Catholic Foundation of Greater Philadelphia) with OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund
noted in the MEMO section on the check. NO cash in the blue envelope as we will be sending them to the
Catholic Foundation of Greater Philadelphia. This will replace the green Additional Offering envelope.
Credit Card or Electronic Check
Donations via Credit Card or Electronic Check can be made on the CFGP webpage at the address below.
http://www.thecfgp.org/donate/our-lady-sacred-heart-parish-sustainability-fund
Your donation can be set up as a recurring monthly gift or as a tribute gift in honor, memory or support of someone
you love. Gifts can also remain anonymous.
Stock Transfers and Estate Planning Donation options are also available. If interested, please contact CFGP
at (215) 587-5650.
Will I receive an end-of-the-year donation statement for my taxes?
Yes, donations to the OLSH Parish Sustainability fund are tax deductible, so you will receive a tax statement
from The Catholic Foundation of Greater Philadelphia.
When can I give my first donation to the Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish Sustainability Fund?
Since our fund is already established you can start donating today.
Is there any additional cost to me to contribute to the OLSH Parish Sustainability Fund?
None. We are providing an option to maximize the donations we already receive so that more of the funds can
stay within our Parish. We are sincerely appreciative and deeply blessed for all of our parishioners, and for your
love, generosity, and support of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish.
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Arrive 15 minutes EARLY
to Register
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time.
Bring Child's Birth Certificate.
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on to to the District Competition.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 21ST
DOOR OPENS: 6:00 PM
BINGO STARTS: 7:00PM

FRIENDS-FUN-PRIZES
JOIN IN 9 REGULAR GAMES AND
3 SPECIALS GAMES

FOOD & BEVERAGES AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE

Father McBride Hall (Gymnasium)
100 Broad Street

Hilltown

Pennsylvania 18927

