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My Dear Parishioners,
This weekend we hear a reading from the Book of Nehemiah. The reading is itself about the
proclamation of the Torah by Ezra the Priest. Ezra the Priest was a descendent of Aaron the High
Priest and also a scribe—an expert in the Law, and Ezra has his own book in the Old Testament
recording his deeds called the Book of Ezra.
The Books of Nehemiah and Ezra really should be read and studied together. They are classified
as “Historical Books” in the Bible, simply because they record the events of a particular period of time
in the history of Israel, rather than any new teaching. The particular period of time recorded by the
Books of Ezra and Nehemiah is the period of Israel’s return from the Babylonian Exile, which was a
little over 400 years before the birth of Our Blessed Savior. This period is known by scripture scholars
as the Restoration.
Nehemiah was a pious Jew who rose to political prominence in the court of the King of Persia.
While he had a good life in the court of the King, he nonetheless felt called to go home and help his
people. Judah, of course, had suffered greatly during its disastrous war with Babylon and the
Babylonian Exile that followed. Many of the best educated and best skilled people had been taken into
exile in Babylon. The remaining Jewish population had to live in a land that was ruined and
impoverished by the war.
So, Nehemiah petitioned the King of Persia and asked that he be allowed to return to Judah, to help
the people still there, and then also to help resettle former exiles who wished to return from Babylon
to Judah. But before petitioning the King, Nehemiah made this very humble prayer to God:
I prayed: “LORD, God of heaven, great and awesome God, you preserve your covenant of
mercy with those who love you and keep your commandments. May your ears be attentive, and
your eyes open, to hear the prayer that I, your servant, now offer in your presence day and
night for your servants the Israelites, confessing the sins we have committed against you, I and
my ancestral house included. We have greatly offended you, not keeping the commandments,
the statutes, and the ordinances you entrusted to your servant Moses. But remember the
admonition which you addressed to Moses, your servant, when you said: If you prove faithless,
I will scatter you among the peoples; but if you return to me and carefully keep my
commandments, even though your outcasts have been driven to the farthest corner of the world,
I will gather them from there, and bring them back to the place I have chosen as the dwelling
place for my name. They are your servants, your people, whom you freed by your great might
and strong hand. LORD, may your ears be attentive to the prayer of your servant and that of
all your servants who willingly revere your name. Grant success to your servant this day, and
let him find favor with this man”—for I was cupbearer to the king. (Nehemiah 1: 5-11)

Thankfully, this very humble prayer was answered, and the King not only granted the petition but
also gave Nehemiah a great sum of money and goods to accomplish what had to be done. The task that
had to be done meant rebuilding much of Jerusalem including the Temple. It also meant reestablishing
the Sacrifices, Feasts, and Customs of the Law. To accomplish this daunting task, Nehemiah worked
closely with Ezra the Priest in not only rebuilding the physical structure of Judah but also in rebuilding
the moral and religious character of the nation.
In the Books of Nehemiah and Ezra, we see all of the good that can happen when Church and State
work together with the goal of creating a more virtuous people rooted in God and His Law. This is
important, for it is only in a virtuous and Godly nation that basic human rights can truly exist and are
truly protected. This is then why it is important for good and faithful Catholics to be involved in civic
affairs, so that they can help promote virtue and defend basic human rights, such as the right to Life,
for the good of all.
On a different note, we would like to thank all of those who helped to support last week’s coat drive.
Over 500 coats and jackets were collected for One Warm Coat, and through our generosity, many lives
will be changed. Again, our generosity as a parish community is truly impressive.
And now for an update on some ongoing facilities projects. We have received notice from the
roofing contractor that the materials are finally in for the replacing of the roof over Fr. McBride Hall.
Thus, a project that really started before I arrived will finally be finished. The work should start next
week, weather permitting. Please be attentive to any parking restrictions during the work, and as
always, I thank Mr. Tom Martin, Mr. John Moser, Mr. Al Meo, and all of the members of the Finance
and Facilities Committee for the advice and leadership.
On a similar note, you may have noticed the barrel in the narthex. Yes, it is there to collect rainwater,
and with the recent storms, new leaks have been discovered around the church. We have been saying
for a little while now that the church building needs a lot of work done to it: roofing, lighting, and
auxiliary air conditioning units all need replacement, and the windows need their glare reducing film
replaced. Of course, we will need everyone’s support to get that work done, and yes, I firmly believe
that it is all doable as long as we do it together! We are “guesstimating” that all of the work together
may be in the range of between $200,000-$300,000—again this is just an early guess—as we gather
firm estimates, we will share them with the parish community.
One way we can help now for the upcoming church renovations is by donating to the “Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart Sustainability Fund.” All donations to the Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Sustainability
Fund remain with the parish—none go to the Archdiocese. Let me repeat that, all contributions to the
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Sustainability Fund remain with the parish—no part of it goes to the
Archdiocese. Also, all contributions to the Fund are fully tax deductible. For any additional
information on the fund or for information on how to donate to the fund, please contact the parish
office, and as always, on behalf of our staff, the Pastoral Council, and the Finance and Facilities
Committee, I thank you for your support and generosity.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us!
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us!
Fr. Michael J. Pawelko, Pastor

‘You, O Man of God’
St. Paul lays out the virtues that men need to fight the good fight of faith
By Brian Caulfield
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IN OUR AGE of brokenness and confusion, when the value of masculinity is
often looked upon with suspicion and we are asked in some social and
professional settings to declare “our pronouns,” how are men to find their true
identity and mission in life?
A good place to start is with the bedrock of our Catholic faith found in sacred
Scripture. Each one of us is made in the image and likeness of God, willed into
existence by the Creator, and free, with his grace, to choose him in our lives on
earth and for eternity in heaven. As the psalmist says, we were formed by God
in the womb, “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Ps 139:14).
So how are men to live out this high calling and privilege of being children of
God? In his first letter to his disciple Timothy, St. Paul offers fatherly advice on
the behavior and virtues proper to Christian manhood. After warning Timothy
against pride,envy, quarrelsomeness and greed, St. Paul writes: “But as for you,
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steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tm 6:11).
There is enough here to contemplate and guide us throughout life. It is important to note that it entails a twofold command:
to flee vice and temptations and to pursue goodness and virtue. Simply to flee is not enough, nor is it sufficient only to
seek the good. Given our weak and fallen nature, we must strive to keep evils away as surely as we seek God’s grace. So
let’s look, as men of God, at the virtues St. Paul admonishes us to consciously pursue.
Righteousness: This does not mean self-righteousness, declaring ourselves always to be in the right. Righteousness means
to measure all our thoughts, words and deeds according to the objective standards of God, to follow his commandments
and give all men their due in justice.
Godliness: Who can be like God? Yet Jesus himself commands, “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt
5:48). On our own, this is impossible; but nothing is impossible with God. Godliness requires having regular recourse to
prayer and the sacraments, especially the Eucharist and confession.
Faith: One of the theological virtues, faith is not simply feeling that you are saved or saying you believe. Faith demands
action, for “faith without works is dead” (Jas 2:17). Faith has a content — the articles of our faith that must be believed,
embraced and acted upon — and faith must be complemented by the highest theological virtue: charity, or love.
Love: Our culture tells us love is merely a feeling or an attraction. But love is tougher and more demanding, and ultimately
more satisfying. Love involves an act of the will: to will the total good of another, even if it demands sacrifice on one’s
own part. This is the kind of charity and faith in action to which Knights of Columbus are called.
Steadfastness: This does not mean stubbornness, to hold your view out of pride or willfulness. Steadfastness, rather,
requires discerning what is right in a certain situation, guided by the Commandments and the teachings of the Church, and
then holding to the truth against all temptations, pressure, loss of reputation or social status.
Gentleness: This can be a true test for many men. We may excel naturally in toughness in the face of challenges, but do
we have the charity of heart and humility of character to be gentle at the proper time? Gentle does not mean soft or
retreating. It does mean giving another person the benefit of the doubt, stopping to listen before acting or judging, bending
others toward the good without breaking them.
If we pursue these virtues, and work against our vices and weakness until our last breath on earth, we will fight the good
fight for our salvation.
BRIAN CAULFIELD is vice postulator for the cause for canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney and
editor of “Fathers for Good.”

WHAT:
Freshly baked 8”
pepperoni breads.
$7.00 each. Eat
fresh or put in
freezer and heat
up later!

WHERE:

benefits:

After All Masses:

Proceeds go towards
new uniforms,
equipment, and gym
maintenance for SASH
CYO Basketball Teams

• Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart OR
• St. Agnes Parish
While supplies last!

Due to the overwhelming success in past years, if you want to Pre-Order, please go
to https://forms.gle/ebJbaAMZk871Di2c6 to fill-out the Pre-Order Form OR
contact: Erin Christman at sashcyobasketball@gmail.com or (267) 377-5146 by
February 8th.

Knights of Columbus Council #9736
PRESENTS

at the
Saturday ~ February 26, 2022
Father McBride Hall (Gymnasium)
100 Broad Street • Hilltown, PA 18927

Tickets:
$30.00 per person
OR $35.00 at the Door

Doors Open:

Buffet Dinner & Dancing
Beer included and BYOB

5:30 PM

All participants must be
21 or older to attend
All Proceeds Benefit
Charitable Causes in
our Parish
Enjoy an evening of
horse racing
and camaraderie….

at the
Guitar

WIN
CASH PRIZES!!

For tickets, Email michael.goodwin57@gmail.com

OR
Online Ticket Form: https://forms.gle/xkzvPGrMqZNGCXf46
Your tickets will be held at the door if you purchase them online.

