Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
January 2, 2022
My Dear Parishioners,
I hope that the Christmas season has been a joyous one for all of you. I know I have been very happy with the
way the church turned out and the beauty of our Christmas liturgies. I have also had an opportunity to spend time
with family and catch up with some old friends. I hope the same for you.
As joyous as the season is, there can also be a sadness to this time of year, especially if we have recently
suffered the loss of a loved one. For my family, this was the first Christmas without our father, and this will then
be the first New Year’s without dad. Oddly, I will probably miss dad more this weekend than last, because he
always carried on the family tradition of making pork and sauerkraut on New Year’s Day, and he made the best!
Please be assured that all of you, and your families, and your deceased loved ones have been remembered in
my Christmas prayers. Through the Mercy of God and the Intercession of the Holy Mother of God, may all of
our loved ones who have died rest in peace, and may we live in the hope that someday we will see them again.
Of course, this is the time of year everyone and their brother makes up their top ten lists of the past year’s
events: the ten best sports plays of 2021, the ten worst sports plays, the top ten movies, the top ten new songs, the
top ten moments in television, the top ten news stories and so on and so on. I even just saw a brand-new top ten
list: the top ten social media posts of 2021!
While the top ten lists I just mentioned can be a fun thing to do—and to dispute, we can use their example for
a more important and helpful exercise. We can do a year-end review of our relationship with God, and especially
look for Gifts from God that we may have overlooked during the course of the year. So here is a year-end challenge
for everyone: to sit down and review the past year in prayer, and to ask God, through the intercession of all of His
Holy Angels and Saints, to help you write a top ten list of the most important Heavenly Gifts and Graces of the
past year. Most importantly, I encourage you to ask for help from Heaven to find a Grace that was not recognized
at the time that it was received. This top ten list will then be a powerful reminder of just how much God loves
you and is good to you as we enter into 2022.
As we as a parish enter into 2022, we will be doing some major work to our beautiful church building. We will
be obtaining bids and starting projects including replacing the flat portions of the roof (now 20 years old), replacing
the lighting system with one that is more energy efficient and safer, replacing the auxiliary air conditioning units
(which are now at the end of their lifespan), and replacing the glare reducing coating on the windows. We will
keep everyone up to date as we receive estimates.
In order to help you make contributions to these projects, we as a parish have established the Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart Sustainability Fund with the Catholic Foundation of Greater Philadelphia. The Catholic Foundation
of Greater Philadelphia is an independent entity established by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia to assist parishes
with short-term and long-term fund raising. The best part of contributions made to the OLSH Sustainability Fund
is that all of the money stays here in our parish and for our use—none of it goes to the Archdiocese. More
information about the OLSH Sustainability Fund will be coming out in the coming weeks, and I personally thank
our Finance and Facilities Committee and our staff for all of their hard work in helping to set up the Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart Sustainability Fund.
Certainly, my prayers this weekend for you and your families is that you will have a happy, healthy, and Grace
filled New Year! May Mary, the Mother of God and patroness of our parish, always watch over us and protect us.
Happy Feast of Mary, the Mother of God!
Happy Feast of the Epiphany!
And Happy New Year!!
Fr. Michael J Pawelko, Pastor

New Year’s Day always coincides with the Great Feast of Mary, the Mother of God. This day is then
the perfect day to consecrate our homes, our families, our needs, our intentions, and the coming year
to the Blessed Mother with a New Year’s Day Blessing. Below is a New Year’s Day Blessing taken
from the Catholic Book of Blessings and includes the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
All make the of the cross. Then the leader begins:
Let us praise the Lord of days and seasons and
years, saying:
Glory to God in the highest!
R/ And peace to his people on earth!

After a time of silence, members of the household
take turns to offer thanksgiving for the graces of the
past year, and express their hopes for the year to
come. Then together they pray to Holy Mary, the
Mother of God, for her intercession and protection:

The leader may use these or similar words to
introduce the blessing:

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us.
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ hear us. Christ,
graciously hear us.

Our lives are made of days and nights, of seasons
and years, for we are part of a universe of suns and
moons and planets. We mark ends and we make
beginnings and, in all, we praise God for His
goodness and for the grace and mercy that fill our
days.

God the Father of heaven, Have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, Have mercy
on us.
God the Holy Spirit, Have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, one God, Have mercy on us.

Then the Scripture is read, Book of Genesis 1:14-19:

Holy Mary,

Listen to the words of the Book of Genesis:

Holy Mother of God,
Holy Virgin of virgins,
Mother of Christ,
Mother of the Church,
Mother of mercy,
Mother of divine grace,
Mother of hope,
Mother most pure,
Mother most chaste,
Mother inviolate,
Mother undefiled,
Mother most amiable,
Mother most admirable,
Mother of good counsel,
Mother of our Creator,
Mother of our Savior,

God said: “Let there be lights in the dome of the
sky, to separate day from night. Let them mark the
fixed times, the days and the years, and serve as
luminaries in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon
the earth.” And so it happened: God made the two
great lights, the greater one to govern the day, and
the lesser one to govern the night; and he made the
stars. God set them in the dome of the sky, to shed
light upon the earth, to govern the day and the night,
and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw
how good it was. Evening came, and morning
followed—the fourth day.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
R/ Thanks be to God.

pray for us, (repeat each versicle)

Virgin most prudent,
Virgin most venerable,
Virgin most renowned,
Virgin most powerful,
Virgin most merciful,
Virgin most faithful,
Mirror of justice,
Seat of wisdom,
Cause of our joy,
Spiritual vessel,
Vessel of honor,
Singular vessel of devotion,
Mystical rose,
Tower of David,
Tower of ivory,

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, That we may
be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

House of gold,
Ark of the covenant,
Gate of heaven,
Morning star,
Health of the sick,
Refuge of sinners,
Comfort of Migrants,
Comforter of the afflicted,
Help of Christians,
Queen of Angels,
Queen of Patriarchs,
Queen of Prophets,
Queen of Apostles,
Queen of Martyrs,
Queen of Confessors,
Queen of Virgins,
Queen of all Saints,
Queen conceived without original sin,
Queen assumed into heaven,
Queen of the most holy Rosary,
Queen of Families,
Queen of Peace,

After a short silence, parents may place their hands
on their children in blessing as the leader says:

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, Have mercy on us.

Let us pray, Grant, we beseech you, Lord God, that
we your servants may rejoice in continual health of
mind and body and, by the glorious intercession of
Blessed Mary, ever Virgin, may we be delivered
from present sorrow to delight in joy eternal.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
In conclusion, all join hands for the Our Father.
Then the leader continues:
Let us now pray for God’s blessing in the New
Year.

Remember us, O God;
from age to age be our comforter.
You have given us the wonder of time,
blessings in days and nights, seasons and years.
Bless our family and our home at the turning of
the year
and fill the months ahead with the bright hope
that is ours in the coming of Christ.
You are our God, living and reigning, forever and
ever.
R/ Amen.
The leader says:
Let us bless the Lord.
All respond, making the sign of the cross:
Thanks be to God.
The prayer may conclude with the singing of a
Christmas carol.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 21ST
DOOR OPENS: 6:00 PM
BINGO STARTS: 7:00PM
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JOIN IN 9 REGULAR GAMES AND
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