Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
February 21, 2021
My Dear Parishioners,
As I said on Ash Wednesday, there are many psychologists, psychiatrists, motivational speakers, and selfimprovement experts who encourage us to embrace life’s challenges instead of running from them. They
teach us that by doing so we can rise above the crippling effects of irrational fear, conquer addictions, acquire
new talents, build character, and so reach our fullest potential.
Lent then is our annual challenge by the Church to do just that—to rise above the crippling effects of
irrational fear, to conquer addictions and repetitive sins, to develop self-restraint, to acquire new virtues, and
to grow in grace and merit, and so reach our fullest potential as a child of God and brother or sister in Christ.
As Pope Francis comments in an address on this week’s Gospel, we embrace the challenge of Lent with
joy, embracing God’s grace which will transform us and then through us, the world around us—if we just only
allow God and His grace to do so.
Of course, God in His Infinite Goodness has given us so many helps for embracing the challenge of Lent.
He gives us the Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. He gives us His forgiveness of our sins
and a clear conscious in the Sacrament of Confession. He gives us the Saints who are always praying for us,
and who give us such good example.
May Our Lady of the Sacred Heart and St. Joseph help us to embrace the challenge of this Lent and grow
ever more fully into the image and likeness of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Fr. Michael J Pawelko

On behalf of our staff, I would like to thank all of you for your generosity
during the pandemic. While the weekly collections of other parishes are
down significantly, our collections are almost even with last year’s. This
is a sign of the quality of our parish and also a sign of your goodness and
your love for our parish.
Of course, like many of you, our snow removal costs have skyrocketed
this year. So, if you do not mind, I would like to make a “soft pitch” and
ask anyone who can to help with a little extra donation for snow removal.
If you are able to, please mark your donation for snow removal and either
mail it in, drop it in the collection box, or do it electronically.
And whether you can or you can’t, I still thank all of you for your
continued generosity and support for the best parish in Bucks County!

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
This first Sunday of Lent, the Gospel recalls the themes of temptation, conversion and the Good
News.
Mark the Evangelist writes: “The Spirit immediately drove Jesus out into the wilderness. And he
was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan” (cf. Mk 1:12-13). Jesus goes into the desert to
prepare himself for his mission in the world. He does not need conversion, but as a man, he must go
through this trial, both for himself, to obey the Father’s will, and for us, to give us the grace to
overcome temptation. This preparation consists in the battle against the evil spirit, that is, against
the devil.
For us too, Lent is a time of spiritual “contest”, of spiritual struggle: we are called to confront the
Evil One through prayer in order to be able, with God’s help, to overcome him in our daily life. We
know that evil unfortunately is at work in our existence and around us, where there is violence,
rejection of the other, closure, war, injustice. All of these are the work of the Evil One, of evil.
Immediately following the temptations in the desert, Jesus begins to preach the Gospel, that is,
the Good News, the second word. The first was “temptation”, the second, “Good News”. And this
Good News demands man’s conversion — the third word — and faith. He proclaims: “The time is
fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand”; and then he cautions, “repent, and believe in the
gospel” (v. 15), that is, believe in this Good News that the kingdom of God is at hand.
In our lives, we always need to convert — every day! —, and the Church invites us to pray for
this. In fact, we are never sufficiently orientated towards God and we must continually direct our
minds and our hearts towards him. In order to do this, we need to have the courage to reject all that
takes us off course, the false values which deceive us, by subtly flattering our ego. Rather, we must
entrust ourselves to the Lord, to his goodness and to his project of love for each of us. Lent is a time
of repentance, yes, but it is not a time of sorrow!
It is a time of penance, but it is not a time of sorrow, of mourning. It is a joyous and serious
commitment to strip ourselves of our selfishness, of our “old man”, and to renew ourselves according
to the grace of our Baptism.
Only God can give us true happiness: it is useless to waste our time seeking it elsewhere, in
wealth, in pleasure, in power, in a career.... The Kingdom of God is the realization of all our
aspirations because at the same time, it is the salvation of mankind and the glory of God.
On this first Sunday of Lent, we are invited to listen carefully and to hear Jesus’ appeal to convert,
and to believe in the Gospel. We are exhorted to begin the journey towards Easter with commitment,
to embrace evermore the grace of God who wishes to transform the world into a kingdom of justice,
peace and fraternity.
May Mary Most Holy help us to live this Lenten Season with fidelity to the Word of God and
with unceasing prayer, as Jesus did in the desert. It is not impossible! It means living each day with

First Sunday of Lent
Reading 1: Genesis 9:8-15
God said to Noah and to his sons with him: “See, I am now
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants
after you and with every living creature that was with you: all
the birds, and the various tame and wild animals that were
with you and came out of the ark. I will establish my
covenant with you, that never again shall all bodily creatures
be destroyed by the waters of a flood; there shall not be
another flood to devastate the earth.” God added: “This is the
sign that I am giving for all ages to come, of the covenant
between me and you and every living creature with you: I set
my bow in the clouds to serve as a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the
earth, and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the
covenant I have made between me and you and all living
beings, so that the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all mortal beings.”

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9
R. (cf. 10) Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to
those who keep your covenant.
► Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; teach me your
paths, Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God
my savior. R.
► Remember that your compassion, O LORD, and your
love are from of old. In your kindness remember me,
because of your goodness, O LORD. R.
► Good and upright is the LORD, thus he shows sinners
the way. He guides the humble to justice, and he teaches
the humble his way. R.

Reading 2: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Beloved: Christ suffered for sins once, the righteous for
the sake of the unrighteous, that he might lead you to God.
Put to death in the flesh, he was brought to life in the
Spirit. In it he also went to preach to the spirits in
prison, who had once been disobedient while God
patiently waited in the days of Noah during the building
of the ark, in which a few persons, eight in all, were saved
through water. This prefigured baptism, which saves you
now. It is not a removal of dirt from the body but an
appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and
powers subject to him.

Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
One does not live on bread alone, but on every
word that comes forth from the mouth of God.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 1:12-15
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and he remained
in the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was
among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him.
After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee
proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and
believe in the gospel.”

Daily Masses

Stations of the Cross

Monday - Saturday
7:30 AM
Church

Fridays
7:00 PM
Church

Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart Church
Hilltown, PA

Rosary
Monday - Friday
7:00 AM
Church
Saturday
8:00 AM
Church

Adoration of Our Lord

The Wild Goose Series

Wednesdays
Church
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Sunday Evenings
Starting March 7th
6:00 PM
Cafeteria

Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Consecration of St. Joseph

Fridays
8:00 AM
Church

Tuesday Evenings
Starting March 30th
7:00 PM
Virtual

Lent 2021

2021 SASH CYO Spring Registration is
NOW Open!!
Great news from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. SPRING SPORTS ARE A GO!!
Please click the link below and sign up:
http://sashcrusaders.website.siplay.com/

Baseball, Softball, and Track
You would need to create an Account, if you don’t have one.
Please read the Instructions which can be downloaded from:
https://www.olsh-hilltown.com/youth-ministries/sash-cyo/

COVID-19 Updates
CYO SPRING SPORTS SEASON PERMITTED TO BEGIN MARCH 1
The CYO Office and Office of Catholic Education are happy to announce that Spring Baseball, Softball, and
Track & Field have been permitted to begin their seasons on March 1, 2021. Below are the overall guidelines
that all programs will be required to adhere to. Additional guidelines may be implemented by the CYO Office
and/or local leadership as needed.









Masks for all athletes, coaches and attendees are required at all times.
Each player may only have ONE spectator attend each game/practice/meet.
Social distancing will be required of everyone in attendance at CYO events.
Social distancing will be required for all athletes when not playing such as when watching from the
bench during practices and during competition.
In larger Regions, competition “pods” will be encouraged, which will keep 3-4 teams competing
within their schedule until their post-season play.
Any games or practices that are postponed due to rain will be cancelled, there will not be any space
within buildings to support practices
All players will be screened for symptoms before each practice and competition.
If a player tests positive for COVID, contact tracing will be utilized to determine exposure and the
team(s) will quarantine for 2 weeks.

If you already signup through our Spring Waiting List, please go back to re-register and
registration fee for spring sports are the same as 2020 season.
High School Co-ed Volleyball is still undecided, the registration is still as a Waiting List with
no fee at this time. By no means is this an indication that we will be having a spring
season. We are using this to gauge interest.

AN UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY
Join us this Lenten season for a program that brings
us to a closer relationship with the Holy Spirit. It
includes video, discussion, prayer, and a chance to
grow in faith with others. We will take the Sundays of
Easter and Mother's Day off.

DATE, TIME, AND LOCATION
Join Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR
In this incredible 14 part video series which is
awakening God’s love and transforming power in the
hearts of all who participate. Discover the Holy Spirit
who has been revealed to us by Jesus Christ and who
leads us to our heavenly Father.
This adventure consists of Fr. Dave speaking on an
attribute of the Holy Spirit, a practical application on
how to respond to the Holy Spirit and testimonies of
people from across the country whose lives have been
impacted by the Spirit of God.

Sunday evenings 6:00 – 7:30 PM
March 7th – June 13th.
All Sessions in the OLSH Cafeteria.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
This is open to anyone 18 and older.
Registration via email to deaconhoyer@outlook.com
Facilitators: Deacon Gregg and Doreen Hoyer
PRODUCED BY

Study Guides & other resources are available at:
www.TheWildGooseIsLoose.com

4PMMEDIA

March 30 ~ April 27
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 – 8:30 PM

In this year dedicated to St. Joseph, we are invited to get to know this holy
man better, to emulate his virtues and to ask for his intercession. One
spiritual opportunity for this is to consecrate ourselves to him, by placing
ourselves in his care and asking him to lead us to God.

We are offering a virtual preparation for this consecration on five Tuesday
evenings, and will then pray together the consecration prayer on May 1.
You will need the book or e-book Consecration to St. Joseph: The Wonders of our
Spiritual Father, by Fr. Donald Calloway to follow the prayers. This is available on
Amazon.
Please contact Karen at kmcgoodwin55@gmail.com or (215) 570-8798 to sign up.
You will receive the link and a reminder to the meeting each week.

