
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter 
April 18, 2021          

My Dear Parishioners, 

     This has been a truly joyous week as we celebrated the Confirmation of our school-aged children.  

With their Confirmation, our children received a special outpouring of God’s grace that has now made 

them soldiers of Christ: a sacrament is an outward sign, instituted by Christ, to give Grace…the 

sacramental grace of Confirmation gives us strength to profess our faith even under difficulties and 

persecutions and to give good example to others…the character of Confirmation is a spiritual and 

indelible sign which marks the Christian as a soldier in the Army of Christ (Baltimore Catechism).  

We all thank Mrs. Joanne Roberts and all of our catechists for the excellent job they do in preparing 

our children, and we congratulate our newly Confirmed children and their families.  May this special 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit always keep them close to Our Savior and His Holy Church.   

     This Friday, April 23, we celebrate the Feast of one of the most famous soldiers of Christ, and that 

is St. George, who is soldier and martyr of the early Church.  There are many legends surrounding the 

Saint, but here are some facts about him:  St. George was born in Cappadocia to a very devout family.  

After his own father was martyred for the Faith, his family moved to Palestine.   When he became a 

man, he joined the Roman army and was later promoted to the emperor’s personal guard because of 

his exceptional service.  However, when a severe persecution began under the command of Emperor 

Diocletian, St. George appeared before the Roman Senate and proclaimed: I am a servant of Christ, 

my God, and trusting in Him, I have come among you voluntarily, to bear witness concerning the 

Truth. The emperor, on hearing this, was saddened, because he personally liked St. George. The 

emperor then tried to bribe St. George and offered him many earthly honors if he would just renounce 

Christ and offer sacrifices to the pagan gods.   St. George, however, remained steadfast and chose 

Heavenly honors and accepted the crown of martyrdom and a title far more valuable than any earthly 

titles, and that is the title of Saint.   

     Of the many legends surrounding St. George, the most famous is of his slaying of a dragon.  Yet, 

this is more than a legend when we realize that the dragon symbolizes the devil and the forces of evil.  

So, his slaying of the dragon symbolizes Christ’s Victory over the devil and the Victory in which all 

faithful Christians share.   

     In this newsletter, I have included a homily on St. George and also a very interesting column by 

the Knights of Columbus Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori.   Archbishop Lori’s column 

is another reminder that the only real and lasting solutions to the world’s problems come from Christ 

and His Church.   

     Let us continue to pray our Rosaries and our Chaplets for our first responders, our sick, our 

deceased, and for the end of pandemic.   

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us! 

St. Joseph, patron of the Universal Church, pray for us! 

Fr. Michael J Pawelko 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear brothers, our joy in today’s feast is heightened by our joy in the glory of Easter, just as the splendor 

of a precious jewel enhances the beauty of its gold setting.  Saint George was a man who abandoned 

one army for another: he gave up the rank of tribune to enlist as a soldier for Christ.  Eager to encounter 

the enemy, he first stripped away his worldly wealth by giving all he had to the poor.  Then, free and 

unencumbered, bearing the shield of faith, he plunged into the thick of the battle, an ardent soldier for 

Christ. 

Clearly what he did serves to teach us a valuable lesson: if we are afraid to strip ourselves of our worldly 

possessions, then we are unfit to make a strong defense of the faith. 

As for Saint George, he was consumed with the fire of the Holy Spirit.  Armed with the invincible 

standard of the cross, he did battle with an evil king and acquitted himself so well that, in vanquishing 

the king, he overcame the prince of all wicked spirits, and encouraged other soldiers of Christ to perform 

brave deeds in his cause. 

Of course, the supreme invisible arbiter was there, who sometimes permits evil men to prevail so that 

his will may be accomplished.  And although he surrendered the body of his martyr into the hands of 

murderers, yet he continued to take care of his soul, which was supported by the unshakable defense of 

its faith. 

Dear brothers, let us not only admire the courage of this fighter in heaven’s army but follow his example.  

Let us be inspired to strive for the reward of heavenly glory, keeping in mind his example, so that we 

will not be swayed from our path, though the world seduce us with its smiles or try to terrify us with 

naked threats of its trials and tribulations. 

We must now cleanse ourselves, as Saint Paul tells us, from all defilement of body and spirit, so that 

one day we too may deserve to enter that temple of blessedness to which we now aspire. 

Anyone who wishes to offer himself to God in the tent of Christ, which is the Church, must first bathe 

in the spring of holy baptism; then he must put on the various garments of the virtues.  As it says in the 

Scriptures, Let your priests be clothed in justice.  He who is reborn in baptism is a new man.  He may 

no longer wear the things that signify mortality.  He has discarded the old self and must put on the new.  

He must live continually renewed in his commitment to a holy sojourn in this world. 

Truly we must be cleansed of the stains of our past sins and be resplendent in the virtue of our new way 

of life.  Then we can be confident of celebrating Easter worthily and of truly following the example of 

the blessed martyrs. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By his death and resurrection, 
Christ has purchased our redemption and freed us from our sins 

 

IN RECENT YEARS, “cancel culture” has gained a lot of traction. Celebrities, corporations and others deemed 

culturally offensive are called out, shamed and shunned. Perhaps the most common venue for cancel culture is social 

media, but its effects are not merely virtual; they are very real. Many victims of cancel culture lose their reputations 

and their jobs. Corporations in the crosshairs of cancel culture can find themselves bankrupt, and academics who dare 

to disagree can lose tenure. Social media giants cancel accounts and publications considered out of line. 

More than a few commentators across the political spectrum have warned that cancel culture threatens freedom of 

expression, including academic freedom. Moreover, cancel culture shows no mercy. It hurls bitter and even obscene 

invectives at those whose ideas and values do not conform to secular orthodoxy. Once it takes aim at a person or an 

institution, the goal is utter obliteration or unconditional surrender. Perceived flaws nullify any good that a person or 

institution has done in the past. There is no dialogue, no common ground, no chance to explain or redeem oneself, 

no way back to respectability. Clearly, this is a dangerous path for our society, and its anger and harshness have 

infected relationships across the globe. 

Happily, though, there is such a thing as a good cancel culture. It does not originate on social media or the airwaves. 

Rather, the good cancel culture comes from the heart of God: It is the stunning truth that God, in his mercy and love, 

has canceled our sins. St. Paul puts it this way: “And you, who were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of 

your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven all our trespasses, having canceled the bond which 

stood against us … nailing it to the cross” (Col 2:13-14, RSV). Indeed, we celebrate this “divine cancel culture” with 

special solemnity and joy throughout Holy Week and Easter. 

‘God in his mercy invites us to turn from our sins in order to enter into a relationship of love with him, a relationship 

in which he speaks to our hearts.’  How does the “divine cancel culture” differ from its secular counterpart? The two 

could not be more different. First, God loves and respects every person, even those who have rejected his love, 

whereas today’s cancel culture reviles those who dare to disagree. God “wills every person to be saved and to come 

to knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4), whereas cancel culture seeks to destroy those it deems unworthy. God sent 

his only Son to preach the Good News, to heal us and rescue us from sin and death, whereas cancel culture stirs up 

condemnation, sometimes anonymously, against its targets. God in his mercy invites us to turn from our sins in order 

to enter into a relationship of love with him, a relationship in which he speaks to our hearts, whereas cancel culture 

rejects true dialogue and evokes fear, not love. Most important of all, the “divine cancel culture” seeks only to 

obliterate our sins so that we might flourish in the eyes of God, whereas the secular cancel culture seeks to destroy 

reputations and livelihoods. 

The “divine cancel culture” goes still further. While the secular cancel culture urges that so-called “offenders” be 

subject to recriminations and payback, the divine cancel culture urges us to cancel the debts that others owe to us. 

Our Lord taught us to say, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us” (Mt 6:12). 

Consider, too, the parable of the servant whose master forgave him his debts but who, in turn, would not forgive a 

much smaller debt owed him by a fellow servant (Mt 18:21-35). If God has forgiven us our trespasses “according to 

the riches of his grace” (Eph 1:7), so too must we be ready to cancel, to forgive, the offenses of others against us. 

Thus do we live up to our principles of charity, unity and fraternity! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 1:  Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 (47B) 
 Peter said to the people:  “The God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 

fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 

handed over and denied in Pilate’s presence when he 

had decided to release him.  You denied the Holy and 

Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released 

to you.  The author of life you put to death, but God 

raised him from the dead; of this we are witnesses.  

Now I know, brothers, that you acted out of ignorance, 

just as your leaders did; but God has thus brought to 

fulfillment what he had announced beforehand 

through the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ 

would suffer.  Repent, therefore, and be converted, 

that your sins may be wiped away.” 
 

The two disciples recounted what had taken place on 

the way, and how Jesus was made known to them in 

the breaking of bread.  While they were still speaking 

about this, he stood in their midst and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.”  But they were startled and 

terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost.  

Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled?  And 

why do questions arise in your hearts?  Look at my 

hands and my feet, that it is I myself.  Touch me and 

see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 

you can see I have.”  And as he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his feet.  While they were still 

incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked them, 

“Have you anything here to eat?”  They gave him a 

piece of baked fish;  he took it and ate it in front of 

them.  He said to them, “These are my words that I 

spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses and in the 

prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.”  Then he 

opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.  And 

he said to them, “Thus it is written that the Christ 

would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day 

and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would 

be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.” 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 4:4, 7-8, 9 
R.  (7a) Lord, let your face shine on us.   OR   Alleluia. 

 ► When I call, answer me, O my just God, you 

who relieve me when I am in distress;  have pity on 

me, and hear my prayer!   R.  

► Know that the LORD does wonders for his 

faithful one;  the LORD will hear me when I call 

upon him. R.  

► O LORD, let the light of your countenance 

shine upon us!  You put gladness into my heart.   

R.  

► As soon as I lie down, I fall peacefully asleep, 

for you alone, O LORD, bring security to my 

dwelling.    R.  

 

 
 

 

Reading 2:  1 John 2:1-5a 

commandments.  Those who say, “I know him,” but 

do not keep his commandments are liars, and the truth 

is not in them.  But whoever keeps his word, the love 

of God is truly perfected in him. 
 
Alleluia  
R.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

► Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us; make 
our hearts burn while you speak to us. 

 

 
Gospel:  Luke 24:35-48 

My children, I am writing this to you so that you may 

not commit sin.  But if anyone does sin, we have an 

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous 

one.  He is expiation for our sins, and not for our sins 

only but for those of the whole world.  The way we 

may be sure that we know him is to keep his 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/55:10
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/119:57
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13:44




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the parking lot of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 

100 Broad Street ●  Hilltown, PA 18927 
 

 You are welcome to bring a lawn chair 
OR remain in your car. 

Join us in 

Prayer and Song 
 

The devotions will 

conclude with 

Benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament. 

In the event of rain, the May Crowning will be moved 

in the Church. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


