Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church Newsletter
April 17, 2022
My Dear Parishioners,
Our annual celebration of Easter always brings back fond memories of Easters past. I always remember
mom taking us for some new clothes before Easter (my sister going willingly, my brother and I less so). I
also remember her doing her baking before Easter and filling the refrigerator and freezer with the goodies
for Easter dinner. I remember the Good Friday church visits, and the warning not to dare to eat anything
during the hours that Our Blessed Savior hung upon the Cross.
I remember the beautiful Easter Liturgies in our childhood parish of St. Philip Neri in Pennsburg, with
the church bursting to the seams with parishioners in their Easter finest, the altar covered in Easter flowers,
and the choir pulling out all the stops. Afterwards there was of course the big breakfast after Easter Mass
followed by some time to play outside while waiting for relatives and friends to arrive for dinner. Then of
course was the Easter meal, began with my father saying the grace before meals. Lastly there were all the
desserts that mom made and everyone else brought with them. So many fond memories.
Of course, many of those who were at the Easter celebrations of my childhood are no longer with us.
My parents, my grandparents, many of my aunts and uncles, some of my cousins and so many friends of
the family from my childhood have passed away. As we remember those who have gone on before us this
Easter we do so with fondness and also with confidence. Our confidence comes from a collective memory
that we have as Catholic Christians. That collective memory is of an empty tomb.
That empty tomb that was discovered almost 2000 years ago, I would dare say, is the most important
discovery the history of the world. It is far more important than the discovery of the wheel or fire. It is far
more important than the discovery of microscopic organisms or far off galaxies. It is far more important
than any advances in medicine or even the splitting of the atom.
That discovery of almost 2000 years ago is far more important because it gives us hope: hope for eternal
life. So, this Easter, as with Easter’s past, we celebrate the empty tomb and remember those who have gone
on before us with prayer and confidence. We remember them with prayer and confidence that they now
share in the Glory of Our Crucified and Resurrected Savior. We moreover celebrate with confidence that
our fidelity to Him who died and rose for us will allow us to also share in His Glory.
This Easter, we will sing in praise and thanksgiving of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and for the
discovery of that empty tomb, beginning with the beautiful and powerful hymn of the Easter Vigil, the
Easter Proclamation, also known by its Latin name, the Exsultet. I have included a reflection on the history
and meaning of the Exsultet from Fr. Michael Flynn of the USCCB along with the text of the Exsultet.
Please be assured of my continued prayers for you and your families and loved ones, both living and
dead, and on behalf of our Deacons and our staff, I wish you and your families a very Blessed Easter.
Fr. Michael J. Pawelko, Pastor

(Taken from the USCCB website)
The first major section of the annual Easter Vigil celebration may be the most memorable and
engaging to the senses. It certainly includes some vivid symbols and actions which we do not encounter
in the liturgy every day. Formerly called simply the “Service of Light”, in the present English translation
of the third edition of the Roman Missal this introductory sequence of liturgical elements is entitled
“The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil or Lucernarium”. The solemn liturgy begins – usually outdoors –
with the blessing of the fire followed by the preparation and lighting of the Paschal Candle. When the
Paschal Candle is placed in its prominent candle stand in the church, the church’s lights are turned back
on, the candle is incensed, and the deacon (or a priest, or a lay cantor if need be) intones one of the most
evocative and poetic hymns of praise in all liturgy: the Easter Proclamation – also known as the Exsultet,
named after the first word of the Latin original. The liturgy’s symbolic movement has been from
darkness to light; now words and music are used to praise and thank God for what the light represents:
God’s saving activity throughout human history, culminating in Christ’s defeat of death and resurrection
from the dead.
To appreciate fully the function of this great hymn on this most holy of nights, it is important to note
that this portion of the Easter Vigil has not always been the only example of a “service of light.” Such
services were once commonplace. Imagine how precious a candle, as the only source of light, must have
been to families and monastic communities alike as the day came to an end and the sun began to set in
Gaul, Spain, and other areas in the early Middle Ages. There were of course no electric streetlights, no
lamps available at the touch of a switch. Candles were costly, and often a single candle provided the
sole source of light throughout the impenetrable darkness of the night. The importance of such a light
found liturgical expression in evening lamp-lighting services called lucernaria. In monastic communities
these often served as a kind of prelude to all-night vigils, especially on important feast days. The hymn
and prayer texts which accompanied the lucernaria made ready use of the solitary light – this one sign
of security and hope enclosed by an otherwise dark night – as a symbol of Christ as the light to the
world. It is no wonder, then, that a most elaborate Lucernarium came to climax the opening moments
of the Vigil of Easter, the most important vigil of the year.
In texts prior to the early Middle Ages, we find that a lengthy prayer of blessing of the candle was
used in Rome and in the areas most influenced by Roman liturgy. In areas of northern Europe, however,
the practice of a deacon intoning a proclamation of praise in the presence of the Easter Light became
customary, and during the course of the Middle Ages, this was eventually imported into regular Roman
practice as well. It is quite possible that the earliest of these Easter Proclamations were improvised, but
by the Middle Ages the text we now know as the Exsultet became the standard hymn for the Easter Vigil
in the West. In fact, in the important and influential Sacramentary compiled from both Roman and
Northern European sources for the 9th century court of Charlemagne, we find the Exsultet essentially
as we know it today. Despite its antiquity, this 1200- plus year old Latin text is nearly identical to the
on

one in our Missal today, except that the older one is about one third longer. In this early Exsultet, there
was an entire long section devoted to a rich symbolism drawn from the activities of bees. In our present
version, this has been reduced to two references to the role of bees in the production of the wax which
makes up the sacred candle – language which has been noticeably restored in the new English translation
of the Exsultet. In Southern Italy during the later Middle Ages the Exsultet was often written out on
elaborately decorated scrolls. As the deacon progressed through the long text, the assembly was able to
see beautiful illuminations accompanying the various parts of the text. These illustrations on the
“Exsultet Rolls” were painted upside down in relation to the text and musical notation, so that onlookers
would see the figures right side up as the long scroll unfurled.
Despite its antiquity, this text still serves splendidly as a present-day expression of Easter joy and
exuberant thanksgiving. Rich with patristic allusions, the Exsultet also provides a preview of the
scriptural and theological themes that will ground the rest of the Easter Vigil liturgy. Salvation history,
especially God’s deliverance of his Chosen People from Egyptian slavery and exile are prominent both
in the Exsultet, and the extended Liturgy of the Word that will follow it. The text poetically recalls the
Passover Feast; the candle present before the assembly is likened to the pillar of fire which guided Israel
in its desert journey; their miraculous passage through the Red Sea serves as both a sign of deliverance
and as a prefiguring of the waters of Baptism, another prominent element of Easter Vigils both ancient
and modern. Having recalled key moments of the Old Covenant, the New Covenant between God and
humanity is proclaimed eloquently in terms of the brilliant Light of Christ dispelling the darkness of sin
and death for all time.
As is fitting for a text of this importance and solemnity, the Exsultet should always be sung – unless
singing it worthily would be truly impossible. The chant notation in the Missal is not difficult to sing,
but the Easter Proclamation is lengthy, so preparation and practice well in advance is essential. It is also
important to take note of the rubrical instructions concerning the Exsultet which are contained in the
Missal. Deciding which of the various options best suits a given community and the capabilities of its
ministers will go a long way to ensuring a rendition of the Exsultet which is both dignified and evocative
of joy. As the rubrics indicate, intoning the Exsultet is primarily the responsibility of the deacon. In the
absence of a deacon, it may also be sung either by the priest who is presiding, or by a concelebrant.
However, if local circumstances suggest it, the instructions also permit the intoning of the Exsultet by a
lay cantor, with certain indicated portions of the text being omitted. Finally, if the length of text proves
daunting, the Missal also contains an abbreviated form of the Exsultet. These various options, together
with the determination of which ministers will execute them, should be discussed early in the planning
stages, and never left to chance at the last minute.
For centuries the Exsultet has served as a liturgical jewel of unsurpassed beauty on this, the “mother
of all holy vigils”, as St. Augustine aptly described the Easter Vigil. As the Exsultet exhorts us, “Be
glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, ablaze with light from her eternal King, let all corners of the
earth be glad, knowing an end to gloom and darkness.” May this venerable Easter Proclamation serve
us and our assemblies as a genuine expression of Easter hope and joy.

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven, exult, let Angel
ministers of God exult, let the trumpet of salvation
sound aloud our mighty King's triumph!
Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, ablaze with
light from her eternal King, let all corners of the earth be
glad, knowing an end to gloom and darkness.
Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, arrayed with the
lightning of his glory, let this holy building shake with joy,
filled with the mighty voices of the peoples.
(Therefore, dearest friends, standing in the awesome glory
of this holy light, invoke with me, I ask you, the mercy of
God almighty, that he, who has been pleased to number
me, though unworthy, among the Levites, may pour into
me his light unshadowed, that I may sing this candle's
perfect praises.)
(V. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.)
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.
It is truly right and just, with ardent love of mind and heart
and with devoted service of our voice, to acclaim our God
invisible, the almighty Father, and Jesus Christ, our Lord,
his Son, his Only Begotten.
Who for our sake paid Adam's debt to the eternal Father,
and, pouring out his own dear Blood, wiped clean the
record of our ancient sinfulness.
These, then, are the feasts of Passover, in which is slain the
Lamb, the one true Lamb, whose Blood anoints the
doorposts of believers.

This is the night, when Christ broke the prison-bars of
death and rose victorious from the underworld.
Our birth would have been no gain, had we not been
redeemed.
O wonder of your humble care for us!
O love, O charity beyond all telling, to ransom a slave
you gave away your Son!
O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely
by the Death of Christ!
O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a
Redeemer!
O truly blessed night, worthy alone to know the time
and hour when Christ rose from the underworld!
This is the night of which it is written: The night shall
be as bright as day, dazzling is the night for me, and
full of gladness.
The sanctifying power of this night dispels
wickedness, washes faults away, restores innocence to
the fallen, and joy to mourners, drives out hatred,
fosters concord, and brings down the mighty. On this,
your night of grace, O holy Father, accept this candle,
a solemn offering, the work of bees and of your
servants’ hands, an evening sacrifice of praise, this gift
from your most holy Church.
But now we know the praises of this pillar, which
glowing fire ignites for God's honor, a fire into many
flames divided, yet never dimmed by sharing of its
light, for it is fed by melting wax, drawn out by
mother bees to build a torch so precious.
O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed
to those of earth, and divine to the human.

This is the night, when once you led our forebears, Israel's
children, from slavery in Egypt and made them pass dryshod through the Red Sea.

Therefore, O Lord, we pray you that this candle,
hallowed to the honor of your name, may persevere
undimmed, to overcome the darkness of this night.

This is the night that with a pillar of fire banished the
darkness of sin.

Receive it as a pleasing fragrance, and let it mingle
with the lights of heaven.

This is the night that even now, throughout the world,
sets Christian believers apart from worldly vices and from
the gloom of sin, leading them to grace and joining them to
his holy ones.

May this flame be found still burning by the Morning
Star: the one Morning Star who never sets, Christ your
Son, who, coming back from death's domain, has shed
his peaceful light on humanity, and lives and reigns for
ever and ever.
R. Amen.

https://forms.parishgiving.org/form-6137742/

Respect Life is holding a Baby Drive for Mother’s Day. All new donations are
appreciated. All of the donations will be donated to the new expecting Mothers at
Crossroads Pregnancy Center in Quakertown.









Pacifiers (0-6 months)
All Size Diapers
4T-5T Pull Ups
Aveeno Baby Lotion
Baby Bottles
Puffs Snacks
Walmart Gift Cards









Pacifiers (6+ months)  Pacifiers (16+ months)
2T-3T Pull Ups
 3T-4T Pull Ups
Baby Wipes
 Johnson’s Head to Toe Wash
Fresh Food Feeder
 Baby Forks & Spoons
Sippy Cups
 Toddler Plates
Amazon Gift Cards
 Target Gift Cards
Enfamil Baby Formula (Neuropro Gentle Ease or Sensitive)

Monetary donations for the purchase of gift cards can be made via the Parish Scrip
Program - 1) Lorri Resuta at (215) 534-3092 or Email olshscrip@gmail.com or 2) SCRIP
Table in the Church Narthex.

April 23, 2022 ~ May 1, 2022
Bins for donations will be in the Church Narthex.

May Crowing
st

May 1 ~ 12:00 PM
(Immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass.)

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
100 Broad Street ● Hilltown, PA 18927

Join us in prayer and
song honoring the
Mother of God!

The devotions will
conclude with
Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament.

